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THE PRINCESS AND THE DRAGON
Music & Lyrics by Drey Cole

Script by Alasdair Francis

SCENE 1
(TheVILLAGERSare dancingandsingingin the squareabouttheimpendingParty
at the castle).

MUSIC 1 -VILLAGERS' SONG

Villagers: Rushing, dashing
Trying hard to make our village clean and tidy.
People passing,
Stop and say they’ve never seen it look so pretty.

At the Castle, there’s a birthday,
Princess Belle is now eighteen.
Friends will gather for the party,

The biggest spread you've ever seen.

1st Villager: It's certainly been all go these last few days.

2nd Villager: You arenot joking! If we’ve sweptthe village squareonce,we’ve
done it a dozen times.

3rd Villager: And the amount of food we’ve had to take up to the castle.

1st Villager: Not to mention the drink!

2nd Villager: It's certainly going to be some party.

3rd Villager: Well | don’t supposet’'s everyday the Princesshasher eighteenth
birthday, is it?

4th Villager: | do hopethe childrenbehavethemselvesvhenall the guestsstart
arriving. We don’t want them chasingafter the carriagesand the visitors
thinking we’re a lot of ruffians.

1st Villager: Well I've told my two thatif | seethemmisbehavingatall I'll grind
them.

2nd Villager: Don’t you mean ground them?

1st Villager: | know what | mean!

3rd Villager: I'm sureeverythingwill be all right. The King and Queenhave
always been very good to us villagers.



5th Villager: (walking over to GROUP). I'll secondthat. Look what they’'ve
donein the last few years. There’sthe new well, they let us grazethe
animalson their land free of charge, new roofs for the cottagesandthe new
carriage for the Mayor.

3rd Villager: TI'll tell you something, I'm jolly pleasedhat QueenArabellawas
born a few minutesbeforethat dreadfultwin sisterof hers. I've neverseen
sucha nastypersonin all my life. Justimaginewhat life would havebeen
like if that nasty piece of work was our Queen.

1st Villager: What I'll neverunderstands how Grizeldagetsaway with it. |
meanthey are both equally powerful witchesyet Grizeldaalways seemsto
come off the best.

2nd Villager: Well, asl understandt, theyboth havethe samepowerbut they
cannot use it either against each other or against each other’s spells.

4th Villager: Anyway, we're lucky to have Arabella as our Queen.

3rd Villager: | still think Grizelda is a horrible, nasty person.

4th Villager: Shhh! You never know when or where she is sneaking about.

5th Villager: [I'll secondthat. Justthe otherday | wastelling my neighbours,
Jasonand Kylie, how well my cows were producing milk, when Grizzly
Grizeldapassesy andgivesme a mostpeculiarlook. The nextday two of
the cows were dead and the rest had stopped giving milk!

2nd Villager: You would wonderhow the old Queencould havetwo suchdifferent
children - Arabella the Good and Grizelda the Bad!

1st Villager: My only hopeis that Grizeldadoesn’tturn up for the party. | heard
from one of the servants up at the castle that she hadn’t been invited.

3rd Villager: Ohh! | don't think she’ll like that. She’sgoingto be awfully mad.
And when she gets mad you never know what she’ll do.

5th Villager: I'll second that. Why, just ....

2nd Villager: Oh, shutup! You're alwayssecondingeverything. No wonderyou
nevercomefirst. Secondwith your marrowat the village fair, secondn the
election for mayaqr you're even your wife’s second husband.

4th Villager: Thatwill dofrom youtwo. We've still gotalot of work to doif this
place is going to be ready for the party. Come on, let’s get on with it.

(VILLAGERS carry on with their sweeping and cleaning).

MUSIC la -VILLAGERS' SONG (reprise)
Villagers: Pushing, pulling,
Showing all our children how to bow and curtsey.

Swishing, swaying
Soon the guests will be arriving for the party.
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SCENE 2

(At the Palace. KING and QUEEN standingwatchingthe Guestsmilling about.
Above them is a banner saying “HAPPY 18TH BIRTHDAY PRINCESS
BELLE”. Music is playing in the background).

King: What a splendid birthday party you have organised, my dearest.

Queen: Thankyou, beloved, it is amerenothing. It didn’'t takeme any morethan
six months to throw this together.

King: You amazeme, light of my life, | thoughtyou might haveworkedhardon
this.

Queen: No! No, my tiddley-poos, it took no time at all.

King: Have all the guests arrived yet, my sweet?

Queen: No, not yet, dear heart, | think there are some more arriving just now.

(Fanfare of trumpetsis heard off stage. MAJOR DOMO stands forward to
announcehe GUESTS. AsGUESTSentertheyhandtheir invitation cards
to the MAJOR DOMO).

M.D.: Your Majestiesmy Lords,LadiesandGentlemen- mayl announcehe
arrival of Mr. andMrs. Coddleandtheir - (asideto AUDIENCE) rather
spoilt - daughter Molly.

May | introduceMr. andMrs. Latteley, the stampcollectors, andtheir
son Phil.

General and Mrs. Ment and their son Reggie.

Mr. and Mrs. Mehat, the milliners, and their son Angus.

Mr. Youth, the snooker player, and his daughter Miss Spent Youth.

King: Well now, objectof my affection, we seemto haveall our guestshereat
last. Except.... | hopeyou haven'taskedthatdisgustinglyvile twin sisterof
yours.

Queen: Well, honeybunch,| did think aboutit but you know how jealoussheis
aboutwhatanawfully goody, goodywitch | amandhow lovely our daughter
is. Our mothermustbe turning in her graveat the thoughtof how horridly
bad Grizelda has turned out.

King: Thatis true, my precious. Never mind her, let's get on with the party.
(Loudly). Welcomeeverybody. | hopeyou will all enjoythis partysolet us
all start with the dancing. Music, Maestro, please.

(Music starts up and the KING and QUEEN lead the Guestsin a dance. Asthe
dance finishes a fanfare is heard and the PRINCESS BELLE enters).
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King: (to the PRINCESS) Here you are at last my dear, you look radiant,
ravishing, beautiful, splendid, dazzling and really quite enchanting.
Belle: Oh! Daddy, don’'t embarrass me in front of all these guests!
King: (to the GUESTSAIl together now. One .... Two .... Three ....
All: (singing) Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday to you,
Happy Birthday Princess Belle,
Happy Birthday to you.

(Asthe songfinishesa large cloud of smokeappears. Whenit clearsGRIZELDAIs
standing there looking angry).

Belle: Goodness! It's Aunty Grizelda!

Grizelda: Well, well, well!

Crowd 1: (Aside) Isn’t that three holes in the ground?

Grizelda: | will ignorethatcomment- thistime. (To KING and QUEEN) Soyou
thought you could hold a birthday party for my beautiful niece without
inviting herfavouriteaunt- in factherONLY aunt? WRONG! | know about
everything thing that goes on in this palace.

MUSIC 2 - GRIZELDA’'S SONG

Grizelda: You thought you'd make a fool out of me
But I'll still have my way, wait and see.
Don’t think I'll stop now
I'll make you hop now
No you won’'t make a fool out of me.

You made your list and you left me out,

But now I'll smile while you scream and shouit.
| won't forget it

Soon you'll regret it

And you'll find out what pain’s all about.

Well, I will outsmart you, have no fear!
Your peace of mind will soon disappear.
For all your cheating

You'll get a beating

Yes | will outsmart you, have no fear.



(PRINCESSBELLE tries to sneakoff Stage L. GRIZELDAstridesquickly across
the stage and grabs her by the scruff of the neck. BELLE screams).

Grizelda: Not so fast my pretty one. You're coming with me. I've got a
LOVELY surprisefor you! (Torestof GUESTS)If anyonetriesto stopmeit
will be the worse for them.

Queen: Help! Help! Won’t anyone help?

Mayor: (striding forward) Unhandthe Princessyou .... you .... you nastyperson,
you.

Grizelda: Ah ha! A hero .... silly boy.

(Shewavesher hand at the MAYOR. Thereis a large cloud of smokeand the
MAYOR disappears).

King: What have you done with the Mayor you .... you .... you nasty person, you
Grizelda: You will haveto wait andsee. The nexttime he doesany huffing and
puffing | don’t think you will recognise him.

MUSIC 2a -GRIZELDA'S SONG (reprise)

Grizelda: So things have not turned out as you planned
You now have withessed my winning hand.
For in my tower
Your precious flower
Will find her life is not quite so grand.

(GRIZELDAdragsthe PRINCESSff stageand the GUESTSKING and QUEEN
start to boo and hiss loudly).

Queen: Oh dear! Oh dear! Oh dear! Oh dear! Oh dear! Oh dear!
King: Oh....shutup! (Torestof GUESTS)Well you lot, anyideasof how we’re
going to get the Princess back?

(GUESTSall shaketheir headsand start backingslowly off stage. The QUEEN
also backsoff dabbingher eyeswith a handkerchief. KING watchesall the
GUESTS leave and turns to the QUEEN).

King: Well my prettydove.... (Turningto AUDIENCE) Well would you believe
it? You know who you can rely on in an emergency .... absolutely nobody!



SCENE 3

(DRAGONIs standingoutsidethe door to the tower. The PRINCESSs seen-
weeping - momentarily at the window above).

Dragon: ROOOAR, ROOAR. (To AUDIENCE) This roaringdoesn’thalf make
my throat sore. Mind you, it's not half as bad as breathing fire and
incineratingpeople. It isn’t evenasif | enjoydoingit, either,butthatwicked,
ugly Grizeldahasput somekind of spellon methatmakesmefrightenpeople
away even though | really want them to stay and chat for a while.

MUSIC 3 -DRAGON’'S SONG

Dragon: It ain’t much fun now I’'m a dragon
'Specially when | used to be the mayor.
It ain’t much fun now I'm a dragon
I’'m tired of scorching skin and singeing hair.
| just wanna be, | just wanna be,
| just wanna be FREE!

My friends don’t ever come to see me’
"Though they know | like to laugh and joke.
They know they’ve got to keep their distance
'Cos if they don't their clothes go up in smoke.
| just wanna be, | just wanna be,

| just wanna be FREE!

(DRAGONmMovesto the backof the stageand movesoff. A group of VILLAGERS
slowly enter, idly chatting, Stage L).

1stVillager: (Lookingtowardstowerwindow) I don’t know how thatpoorgirl can
sleep at night with all that roaring going on. Someonewill have to do
something about that dragon. Can’'t we get in touch with the Noise
Abatement Society or something?

2nd Villager: Youre dl heat, aren't you? Never mind the poa girl deging at
night, she's nat been out of that tower for five yeas. How do you think she
feds?

3rd Villager: Can’twe getin touchwith the St. GeorgeSocietyfor the Prevention
of Cruelty To Damsels and get something done?

2nd Villager: You're joking! That lot only seemto standon market corners
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dressed up in their shining armour and rattle their collecting boxes.

3rd Villager: Well | think somethinghasgot to be done; anddonesoon. If the
Princesssn’t releasedoonshe’ll betoo oldto be marriedandwe won't have
a King and Queen and lots of little Princes and Princesses.

1st Villager: If youre so keen to get somethingdore, why dorit yougo andtadlethe
dragonyoursdf?

(Two VILLAGERSappoach. The DRAGON eyesthemup).

1st Villager: Isn’t it ashame?Thatlovely youngPrincesslockedup in thattower
by that (looks quickly round) ugly, vile Grizelda. Justbecauseshewasn’t
invited to the birthday party.

2nd Villager: Isn’t it awful? And to think thatthe poor Mayor wasturnedinto that
dragonthat’slooking atusfrom overthere. Ohdear! I'm not tookeenonthe
way he is eyeing us up.

(The DRAGONSstarts moving towards the two VILLAGERS. They start to move
slowly backwards).

1st Villager: Have you ever had the feeling that you're not exactly welcome?
2nd Villager: Have YOU ever hadthe feeling that you shouldhave put on your
running shoes? Let’s get out of here - and fast.

(VILLAGERS turn and run off stage. DRAGON advances to front of stage).

Dragon: Thankgoodnesdor that! | thoughtthat they were going to try andbe
brave. I've gotto say, mindyou, thatnotasmanypeopleseemto bewilling
to rescue princesses as they used to be.

(GRIZELDAenterswith her GOBLINS whosurroundthe DRAGON. Musicasthey
enter. The HOBGOBLINSdancearound the DRAGONand the DRAGON
tries to chase them away; they keep dodging).

MUSIC 4 -HOBGOBLINS' SONG

Hobgoblins:  We are hobgoblins,
We don't like people
We're really nasty
To everyone



The witch Grizelda,
We are her servants
She gives us orders
We get them done.

We hate this dragon
Who guards the princess
She is imprisoned

In yonder tower.

We prod the dragon
When he is lazy
We like to show him
He's in our power.

Grizelda: (tothe GOBLINS) Thatwill do my faithful goblins. Leavehim. (Tothe
DRAGON) Well, well, my pretty one. | hopeyou arestill doingyour job. |
haven'theardany reportsof anybodybeingburnedlately. | hopeyou're not
gettingslack, now, or I'll haveto sendmy little friendshereto keepyou on
your toes, or should | say claws?

Dragon: One of these days, Grizelda, you are going to regret this.

Grizelda: Bravetalk indeed, my scalyfriend, but| can’t seeyou doing much
about it. | also think it's about time you rememberedyour manners.
(Turningto GOBLINS) Remindthis lizard how to treatthe sisterof a queen.

(The HOBGOBLINS then start taunting the dragon and annoying him).
MUSIC 4a -HOBGOBLINS' SONG (reprise)

Hobgoblins:  Wehate this dragon
Who guards the princess
She is imprisoned
In yonder tower.

We prod the dragon
When he is lazy.
We like to show him
He’s in our power.



Grizelda: | hopethatyou will notforgetyour mannersagain, my fiery friend, and
remembemvhy you arethere. | wantyouto frazzleanyoneat all who comes
to rescuethe PrincessBelle. | want herto stayin thattower until sheis so
old, ugly andwrinkled that nobodywill everwantto marry her. Thenthis
kingdomwill beall mine, all mineto do with asl please. (Cacklinglaugh).
Comemy little goblin people, we’ve got evil thingsto do. We can’t stay
here all day being pleasant to this dragon.

(GRIZELDAturns and, cackling, leavesthe stage - the HOBGOBLINSfollow to
their music). [Play intro music 3 times].

Dragon: If it wasn't for that spell she put on me | would fry her and her
hobgoblins. | can’t evenstop myself frying thosewho | wantto comeand
rescue the Princess. It justisn’t fair.

MUSIC 5 -DRAGON’'S SONG (reprise)

Dragon: | hate that grizzled witch, Grizelda.
She’s the only one that | can’t touch.
I'd frizzle Grizzle into cinders
A blast like that would please me very much.
| just wanna be, | just wanna be free,
| just wanna be FREE!

SCENE 4

(Insidethe tower the PRINCESSELLE is sitting on a stool looking very sadand
weeping).

Belle: Oh! I'm sotired of beingstuckup herein this towerall alone. Whathavel
everdoneto Aunt Grizelda? It's not my fault thatsheandmy mothernever
goton. It justisn’t fair. I'd only justarrivedat my partywhenl wasdragged
off to this tower. It wasgoodof the mayorto try andstopAunt Grizeldaand
| dofeelsorryfor him now he’sbeenturnedinto thedragon, butl dowish he
couldstopburningeverybodywho comesnear. | haven’tspokento a soulfor
ages. Those goblins who bring me my food never say anything at all.



(A GOBLINCclattersin bringing a tray of food and a drink, collectsthe old tray and
leaves).

Belle: That'sexactlywhatl mean. It's gettingsolonely thatI’'m eventalking out
loud to myself. It justisn’t fair. | haven’'tgot a friend in the whole, wide
world. (Starts sobbing).

MUSIC 6 -PRINCESS BELLE'S SONG

Belle: When will someone come and set me free?
Life is dreary, full of misery,
I’'m so lonely, yearning for a friend.
Waiting sadly for each day to end.
Nights are endless, dreaming of my home,
Fields and forests where | used to roam.
How much longer will this spell be cast?
When will someone set me free at last?

(A MOUSECcreepsout of a hole and startssniffing aroundthe foodtray. It is then
followedby anotherone. Theylookat PRINCESSBELLE andthenat each
other. They nod to each other and approach the PRINCESYS).

Simpkin: Don’t cry, Princess Belle, we’d like to be your friends if you'd let us.

Timpkin: Yes, we would, if you'd let us.

Belle: (looking up and drying her tearsWould you? Would you really?

Simpkin: Yeswewill, PrincesBelle. My nameis SimpkinPettiferTowermouse,
(bowing) and this is Timpkin Lemmington Towermouse my first cousin,
twice removed.

Timpkin: (bowing) Pleased to meet you, Princess Belle.

Belle: (standing and curtseying) Delighted to meet you, Simpkin Pettifer
Towermouse and you, Timpkin Lemmington Towermouse.

Timpkin: Thepleasurds all ours, dearPrincess.| alsothink it might be easienf
you just call us Simpkin and Timpkin, now we've got the formal
introductions over

Belle: Thank you both. | must say that | didn’t realise that mice could talk.

Simpkin:  Well, Princesshormally we only talk to eachother and humanscan’t
hearus. But this, of course,is an enchantedower createdby your wicked
Aunt Grizelda.

Timpkin: That'sright. And becausef that,anyanimalor bird thatis within these
walls canbe understoodoy humans. Only humanswith goodin their heart,
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though. Thelikes of Grizeldaandher goblinscouldn’t hearus, evenif they
wanted to.

Belle: Thatis amazing! Do you meanto saythat| canspeakto any creaturesn
this tower and they will understand me and be able to talk to me?

Simpkin: That'’s right.

Timpkin: Actually, Princess,we creatureslwayscanunderstandiumandutwe
don’t alwayslet on. (At this two BIRDSfly up to the windowand comeinto
the room).

Simpkin: Ah! Now, Princess,let meintroduceyou to two of my friends. Thisis
Alfred Wingspeedrlightfellow and his very goodfriend BarneyArrowswift
Windhover. Alfred and Barney will do nicely though.

Belle: I'm absolutely delighted to meet you both.

Alfred: A pleasure I'm sure.

Barney: Delighted to make your acquaintance, Princess.

Belle: Thisis sowonderful! Justa few minutesago! wasthe loneliestpersonin
theworld. Now I've gotfour brandnewfriends. | can’t believehow lucky |
am.

(Music plays and PRINCESS BELLE and the four ANIMALS have a dance).

Alfred: | hopeyou don’t mind me asking,Princess, but do you intendto eatall
that food sitting on yonderplate? Only we’ve flown againstquite a strong
wind and we’re absolutely tired out and starving.

Simpkin: Really, Alfred! You could have brought your manners with you.!

Belle: It doesn’'tmatter, Simpkin, honestly. I'm not at all hungryso you areall
more than welcome to share my food.

Barney: Thankyou very much. It's muchappreciated.] mustapologisefor my
friend’s manners, though, he does know better.

Belle: Don’t worry aboutit, Barney. All of you, helpyourselves.I’'m somuch
happiermnow. | knowthatl’'ve gotsomefriendsandsomebodyto talk to. If |
havegotto stayherefor therestof my life atleastl’m notgoingto belonely.

(The BIRDS and MICE eat the food quickly).

Alfred: That'sbetter. Thankyou very muchPrinces$Belle. Now, perhapsve can
do something for you and cheer you up a little bit.

(BIRDS and MICE do their Dance).

Belle: Thankyouall. | feelmuchhappiemow. Any time youwantto dropin for a
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snack, please feel free to do so.
Barney: Thankyou, again. Now, Alfred we really mustbe going. We’ll come
back and see you soon, Princess. Goodbye.

(ALFRED and BARNEY leave).

Belle: Goodbye, both of you.

Simpkin: At leastyou know you've got somefriendsnow, Princessandl’'ve gota
feeling in my whiskersthat you may not needour friendshipfor aslong as
you might think.

(Exit SIMPKIN and TIMPKIN).

SCENE 5

(The VILLAGE SQUARE. VILLAGERSare milling around chatting. As PRINCE
RAGWORT,the Sometime8rave, strugglesacrossthe stage, lookingvery
bedraggled, theylook at him in disgustand turn their backson him. He
struggles across to the well).

Ragwort: By heck! Thatfellow who directedmeto this village by that so called
short-cuthasgot somethingto answerfor. If | fell downonepot hole, | fell
down a dozen! They've madea completemessof my clothes. | hadawful
trouble at the gatespersuadinghe guardsthat | really was Prince Ragwort,
the Sometime®Brave. | only hopemy trusty squire, Edwin, hurriesup with
my clean clothes. | am totally exhausted.

(He draws somewater from the well and just as he puts the cup to his lips he
collapses - moaning. QUEEN enters stage R).

Queen: Oh, my goodness! Look at what they are letting in throughthe village
gates theselays. | musthavea word with the guardsaboutthe quality of
beggardheyletin. We don’t wantanyold riff raff in this village, they make
the place look so untidy. (QUEEN goesover to PRINCE RAGWORT).
Excuseme ruffian, would you pleasemind moving on, I'm afraid we don't
want your sort here, you know.
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Ragwort: (groaningashesitsup) I'm dreadfullysorry, your Majesty. | did not
meanto arrive herelooking like this. I'm afraidasl waswalking throughthe
forestto getherel fell foul of a bandof abouttwenty heavily armedrobbers
who weretrying to rob me, of coursel killed a few andbeattherestoff with
my trusty walking stick.

Queen: A hero! | didn’'t think therewereany left in this kingdom! Oh you poor
young man, let me tend to your wounds. (QUEEN fussesaround bathing
RAGWORT'Swounds. RAGWORTmoans dramatically every time she
touches him).

Ragwort: Thank you, your Majesty, you are such a good person.

Queen: Yes, that's true, | am.

Ragwort: | couldn’t helpbut noticethatratherlargetower at the endof the square
when | crawled up to the well. What is that place?

Queen: Thatis wherethe PrincessBelle, my daughter,is imprisoned. (QUEEN
starts crying loudly). Shewas put there by my rotten sisterand she put a
fierce and deadlydragonto guardher. No onewho hastried to rescuemy
daughter has ever survived. But - (she stares for a few momentsat
RAGWORT) - @/ve never had a HERO in the town before.

Ragwort: Ah! Well! Yes! Goodnesslook at the time. The sunwill be going
down soon. It's beenvery nice meetingyou. Thankyou for treating my
wounds but | really must be going now. Goodbye.

[Intro MUSIC starts]. (RAGWORTquickly standsand setsoff. As he doesso the

PRINCESSBELLE appearsat the tower window. He stopsand staresat
her).

MUSIC 6a -PRINCESS BELLE'S SONG (reprise)

Belle: When will someone come and set me free?
Life is dreary, full of misery,
I’'m so lonely, yearning for a friend.
Waiting sadly for each day to end.
Nights are endless, dreaming of my home,
Fields and forests where | used to roam.
How much longer will this spell be cast?
When will someone set me free at last?

Belle: Oh! Oh! Whenwill someonecomeandrescueme from this terrible fate?

(Sounds of violins are heard off stage).
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Ragwort: Gracious. Isn’t shebeautiful. I'm in love! (Shoutingup to BELLE).
Fear not my Princess, |, Ragwort the Sometimes Brave, will save you.

Queen: Oh, thankyou, thankyou. If you manageto savemy daughterfrom this
terrible fate, and as long as she agrees,then we will give our immediate
permission for you to marry.

Ragwort: Thankyou, your majesty,nothingwill pleaseme more. Now | mustgo
and think up a brilliant plan to save your daughter.

SCENE 6
(PRINCE, front of stage, sings his Song).

MUSIC 7 -PRINCE'S LOVE SONG

Ragwort: | saw her face and suddenly | knew,
She was the one

All: She was the one

Ragwort: One glance at her and everything was new,
My fears were gone

All: His fears were gone.

Ragwort: | never thought I'd find
Someone to make me change my mind.

All: To change his mind.

Ragwort: She looked my way and all at once | knew -
| had to stay

All: He had to stay.

All: He never thought he'd find

Someone to make him change his mind.
To change his mind.

Ragwort: She looked my way and all at once | knew -
| had to stay
All: He had to stay.

(The Sceneopensinto the interior of a local tavern. SeveralVILLAGERSare
sitting round, drinking [singing?] and eating. The PRINCE walks in).
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Ragwort: Goodevening,goodlandlord. Couldyou possiblylet me havea room
for the night?

Landlord: (roughly) No!

Ragwort: Come, come, my good fellow, surely you have a room available?

Landlord: No!

4th Villager: (soundingposh!) “ Come,come,my good fellow”. Who doeshe
think HE is?

5th Villager: Sounds a bit of a twit to me.

Landlord: Listen, you scruffy little man, I've said no roomsand that is what |
mean.

Ragwort: | say, thatis noway for aninnkeepeto talk to a guest. Don’t you know
who | am?

Landlord: No and I'm not really interested.

(EDWIN, the PRINCE’ssquire, entersthe inn carrying a bundle of clothesand a
sword).

Ragwort: Ah! Edwin. Justin time asusual. Will you pleasetell this man whol
am?

Edwin: Yes, my Prince, it will be a pleasure.

Landlord: My Prince!

Edwin: Yes. May | introduce to you Prince Ragwort, the Sometimes Brave.

Ragwort: Yes, I'm PrinceRagwortandl’'m goingto kill the dragonguardingthe
Princess Belle. When I've freed her I'm going to marry her.

Edwin: (looking in amazement at the PRINCEYu're going to do what?

5th Villager: Goingto kill thedragon! You andwhosearmy? (All in Tavernburst
out laughing).

Ragwort: (stampinghis foot) | AM goingto kill the dragonand!l AM going to
marry the Princess. The Queen said | could marry her if | killed the dragor

Landlord: You justsaidyouweregoingto marrythe Princess,now you're saying
you're going to marry the Queen! | don't think the King would like that.

Ragwort: Don’t be so stupid. You know what | meant.

4th Villager: 1 think it's you who arebeingstupid. Haveyou anyideahow many
people have already tried to kill the dragon?

Ragwort: No, not really.

5th Villager: One hundredand eighty. And every one of them was fried to a
cinder.

Ragwort: How many?!

All Villagers: One hundred and eighty!

Ragwort: Oh! Is that all? You had me a little bit worried then. Now I'm terrified
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4th Villager: Oh don’t be worried, I'm sure they didn’t feel a thing.

Ragwort: That’s very re-assuring. Thank you.

Landlord: What did you say your name was?

Edwin: Prince Ragwort.

Landlord: In that case, Prince Ragwort, | find | suddenlyhave a cancelled
booking and | can now offer you, and your squire, a room.

Ragwort: Thank you, indeed.

Landlord: How long do you intend staying?

5th Villager: Just the night, if he’s fighting the dragon!

Landlord: In thatcasel’d betterhavethe moneyin advancejf you don’t mind,
just to be on the safe side. That will be twelve grotchets, please.

Edwin: Here you are.

Landlord: Thankyou. Now, if you'll just sign the idiot's book, sorry, the
visitor’s book.

Ragwort: Of course, my pleasure.

BLACKOUT

SCENE 7

(The following morning, in the Tavern. PRINCE RAGWORTcomesdown for
breakfast)

L'lord: Good morning, Prince Ragwort. | hope you slept well?

Ragwort: | slept like a top. | was turning round and round all night.

L'lord: Nevermind. How abouta goodheartybreakfast?They saya condemned
man, sorry, hero, should always start his day on a full stomach. (Asideto
AUDIENCE) Even if the brain is empty.

Ragwort: Thank you, landlord, I'm so hungry | could eat a horse.

Landlord: I'm pleasedo hearthat, PrinceRagwort,for thatis all thatthereis on
themenu! Thedragonhasmanagedo eatall therestof the animalsfor miles

around.
Ragwort: Oh! Perhaps I'll just have a piece of bread and a drop of wine then.
Landlord: Certainly. If you’ll just take a seat, I'll bring it over to you.

(RAGWORTgoesand sits down. SeveralVILLAGERScreepin and standround
him as he eatshis meal. VILLAGERSsing their versionof the PRINCE'S
song,mockinghim. Theystarttalkingabouthimasif heis notthere. Asthey
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are talking he looks more and more terrified).

1st Villager: Are you surethatthis is the herothatis goingto kill the dragonand
save the Princess?

3rd Villager: So they say. Doesn’t look much like a hero to me.

2nd Villager: Weedy looking specimen, isn't he?

4th Villager: Looks can be deceiving.

5th Villager: Nobody’s looks could be that deceiving!

1st Villager: Hey, do you remembeithat fellow who cameto kill the dragonlast
Spring? Big fellow, bulging muscles,armedto the teeth. | think his name
wasBimbo. No Rumbo?No, I've gotit - Rambo. Thatwasit. By heck,he
didn’t last long, did he?

2nd Villager: Oh, | remember. The dragon’seyeslit up whenit saw that one.
Best meal it had had for weeks.

4th Villager: Thatremindsme of thatotherfellow, liked eatingstrangepies. Dan,
| think his namewas. He wasa desperatdéooking chapandno mistake. He
lasteda fair while, though,took the dragonabouttwenty minutesto finish
him off.

3rd Villager: Whataboutthatonewho arrivedon a big white horse? He wasthe
onewith thatflashy suit of armourandthe big lance. He wasa goodbloke.
Justfinishedoff abig dragonup northsomewherdeforene cameto us,sohe
said. Georgethatwasit. Georgesomethingor wasit somethingGeorge?
Anyway, it's not important now.

5th Villager: | rememberhim. Didn’t his armourglow in somelovely colours
before it melted. Took us a week to scrape that off the square.

1st Villager: You don’t think we’re putting the Prince off do you?

2nd Villager: No, you can’t put heroesoff. It's the way they're made. Totally
fearless,bold, unheedingof personaldanger,gallantand courageous.Isn’t
that right, Prince? (He slapsthe PRINCE on the back. PRINCE nearly
chokes).

Ragwort: (spluttering) Of course. All usheroesaremadelike that. But I'm even
more determinedo savethe beautiful PrincesBelle. Her angelicface, her
lovely hair, her deep blue eyes, her ....

4th Villager: Her eyes are brown!

Ragwort: Are they? Oh yes. Her deep brown eyes, rosy cheeks, lovely red lip

3rd Villager: Yes, all right. | think we get the picture. You're in love.

All Villagers: Ugh!

Ragwort: I'd travel to the ends of the earth to rescue the Princess Belle.

1st Villager: There’s no need to do that. She’s only at the other end of the squa

Ragwort: She’ssobeautiful. It WILL be worthwhile facingall thosedangersand
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hardships so that | may take her hand in marriage, won't it?

4th Villager: Oh, yes, yes. Of course it will.

1stVillager: We're all sureyou’ll do your very bestandlove will conquerall. By
the way, what are your favourite flowers?

Ragwort: Roses. Why do you ask?

1st Villager: No reason, really. We just like to know these things, justin case.

BLACKOUT

SCENE 8
(PRINCE RAGWORT and EDWIN enter the village square).

Ragwort: Oh my goodnessEdwin! What havel let myselfin for? I've never
even seen a dragon, let alone defeated one.

Edwin: But think of the prize if you do, Sire.

Ragwort: Thatis true, Edwin. Sheis so beautiful. It waslove at first sight, you
know.

Edwin: | had a feeling it was!

Ragwort: | cannotbearthinking aboutthe lovely PrincessBelle, locked in that
awful tower. | amgoingto freeherif it's thelastthing | do. I'm goingto Kill
that dragonand makethat lovely girl my bride and live happily ever after.
All I've gotto dois kill thedragon. Oh, my goodness,Edwin, I've gotto
kill the dragon!

Edwin: Don’t worry too much, Sire. Dragonscan be defeatedthoughnot all of
them are the same.

Ragwort: What do you mean, not all of them are the same?

Edwin: Well, Sire,they comein all sortsof shapessizesand colours. Someof
themcanfly, someof themcan breathefire, somehavescalesmadeof iron
and some, like this one, have all of these!

Ragwort: Thank you, Edwin, you are a great comfort to me, | don'’t think.

Edwin: | wouldn’t worry too much,Sire. Dragon, includingmayorswho’ve been
turned into dragons, all have two things in common.

Ragwort: And what, pray, might those be?

Edwin: They are greedy - they love gold and jewels and they hate water.

Ragwort: That IS goodnews! Sowhat? | haven'tgot any gold andthere’sno
water anywhere about here.
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Edwin: Excuseme for sayingso, Sire, but you arewrong. Thereis water, over
there at the well.

Ragwort: Fine! We’ve got the water but we certainly haven’t got the gold!

Edwin: That is true, but the dragon doesn’'t know that, does he?

Ragwort: No, | can see that. But how are we going to kill the dragon?

Edwin: WE aren’t going to kill the dragon. YOU are!

Ragwort: ME! On my own? Won't you help?

Edwin: | can’t help you, Sire, or the Princess won't think you're a hero.

Ragwort: Oh! | hadn’t thought of that.

Edwin: Listen carefully, Sire . |think I've got a plan that should work.

Exeunt.

SCENE 9
(PRINCE RAGWORT is near the tower. The dragon is keeping an eye on him).
MUSIC 8 -I'LL SHOW I'M A MAN

Ragwort: When | was just a little boy
My father said to me,
(spoken) “One day, my sonyou’ll be
A man of courage. Wait and see”.

But though I've waited patiently
| still can’t see a sign.

| know that killing dragons

Just isn’t in my line.

| shriek at the squeak of a mouse,
| shiver at the slither of a snake

A hairy caterpillar

Makes me hide under my piller!

If | see arat -
Then | scat!
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| choke at the croak of a frog
| wriggle at the wiggle of a worm.

But I'll show I'm a man,
By using Edwin’s plan
And very soon the Princess will return.

Choir: But he’ll show he's a man,
By using Edwin’s plan
And very soon the Princess will return.

Ragwort: I've got to say that young Edwin has come up with a splendidplan.
Unfortunatelyhe’sright whenhe saysthatI’m the only onewho cansavethe
Princess. | only hopel’'m worthy of the trust he’s placedin me. | mustgo
throughwith it if | wantto marry the PrincessBelle. I'm not calledPrince
Ragwortthe Sometimed®Bravefor nothingthough. (RAGWORTwalkswarily
towards the dragon)Good day to you Mister Dragon.

Dragon: Good day to you, sir. It's a long time since | had a polite meal.

Ragwort: Good heavens! | didn't realise you could speak as well.

Dragon: Of coursel canspeak. Having saidthat, it's a long time sinceanyone
took the trouble to speakto me, apartfrom Grizzly Grizelda. Most brave
youngmeals,sorry,dragonslayerstendto rushstraightat me without evena
how-do-you-do! Most uncivilised.

Ragwort: Well now, | maynotbe manythingsbutl amalwayscivil to everyond
meet.

Dragon: I'm delightedto hearthat. Unfortunatelyit is somelittle while sincel had
anythingto eatandI’'m feeling ratherpeckish. So, if you don’t mind, can
we forget the formalities? Now, if you wouldn’t mind coming a little bit
closer I'll be able to cook you thoroughly. | like my meat well done!

Ragwort: Hang on a minute! | haven't finished speaking.

Dragon: Oh yes you have.

Ragwort: No! No! Wait aminute. If youlet mefinish | might be ableto tell you
something that might please you.

Dragon: Go on then, what is it?

Ragwort: | believethatdragons, evenspecialdragondike you, areratherpartial
to gold and jewels.

Dragon: Yeess, that is true. Having said that | haven’t had much of an
opportunityto collect any from here. Justthe odd trinket or two from the
occasional hero that passed down my throat!

Ragwort: That'swhatl thought. Well, | just happento haveheardthatthereis a
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large hoard of gold and diamondsnot very far from wherewe are standing
right now.

Dragon: Really! Now, before I fry you, you will tell me where it is, won’t you?

Ragwort: No, | won't.

Dragon: Oh, yes you will.

Ragwort: Oh, no | won't.

Dragon: Oh, yes you will. (CHOIR and EVERYONE to join in).

Ragwort: Oh, no | won't.

Dragon: Oh, yes you will.

Ragwort: O.K. | will.

Dragon: You will? Do you really mean it?

Ragwort: Yes, of course | mean it. But on one condition.

Dragon: What would that be.

Ragwort: That you don’t fry me and eat me.

Dragon: Oh, hangon a minute. That's what I'm herefor. | mean,if Grizzly
Grizeldaeverfoundoutthatl'd let someoneao without frying them, my life
wouldn’t be worth a candle.

Ragwort: It's not worth an awful lot just now.

Dragon: Now that is a good point.

Ragwort: But if you hadall the gold you could everwant, thenit could comfort
you in your old age.

Dragon: O.K. You've convincedme. Tell mewherethelootis andl’ll letyougo.
Honest. | promise.

Ragwort: All right, I'll tell you. You know when the King and Queengave
money to dig the well?

Dragon: Yes, | remember. Infact, | declared it open when | was the Mayor.

Ragwort: That'sright. Well | heard, from a very reliable source, thatthe King
andQueengot someof the guardsto takeall their treasureio the well andtip
it down there.

Dragon: What did they do that for?

Ragwort: | wastold that they were worried that Grizeldamight try and steal it
from them.

Dragon: Fair enough. Just who is your reliable source?

Ragwort: | shouldn’treally tell you but it wasoneof the guardswho helpedto tip
the treasure into the well.

Dragon: Well, thatshouldbe reliable enough.... Doesthat meanthat all that
lovely loot is just down at the bottom of that well over there?

Ragwort: That's right. Why don’t you go over and have a look?

Dragon: I'd loveto, butif Grizeldaor hernastylittle goblinsfind me gonefrom
my post and not guarding the tower, it'll be the worse for me!
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Ragwort: I'm suretheywon’t be alongfor a few minutes. Why don’t | guardthe
towerfor you while you popoverandhavea quick look downthe well at all
that lovely gold, silver, diamonds, rubies, emeralds, sapphires ....

Dragon: All right. All right. You've convincedme. I'll just havea quick look.
(DRAGON starts to move towards the well. He stopsand turns to the
PRINCE). Hangon a minute. Why areyou telling me aboutall this lovely
loot? Why haven't you got it for yourself?

Ragwort: Becausd don’t needit. I'm aprincein my own countryandhaveall the
wealth| will everwant. Besideswhen| sawyou standingherel felt very
sorry for you and | knew that all that treasure would help to cheer you up.

Dragon: Nobody’sfelt sorryfor mefor years. Not sincetheday| waschangedy
Grizelda. It may havesomethingto do with me havingbeenfrying anyone
who camenear, I'm not really sure. O.K. You standhereand guardthe
towerwhile | takea quick look downthewell. (DRAGONmMovesoverto the
well. RAGWORTstartsto follow. DRAGONSstopsand looksround). Don't
forget to keep a good look-out.

Ragwort: Don’t worry. I'll do that for you. (DRAGONcontinuesto the well.
RAGWORTollows. WhenDRAGONreacheswell RAGWORTrushesover
and pushes DRAGON into the well - clouds of steam pour from the well).

BLACKOUT

SCENE 10

(The VILLAGERS come on stage, dancing, to celebrate the defeat of the
DRAGON. Thereis a fanfare [Supermantheme]. PRINCE RAGWORT,
dressedas Superman,accompaniedy PRINCESSELLE and followed by
the two MICE and the two BIRDS enter. The VILLAGERS cheer loudly).

MUSIC 9 -PRINCE'S LOVE SONG (Reprise)

Rag. & Belle: | saw her/his face and suddenly | knew,
She/he was the one

Villagers: She/he was the one.

Rag. & Belle: One glance at her/him and everything was new,
My fears were gone

Villagers: His/her fears were gone.
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Rag. & Belle: | never thought I'd find
Someone to make me change my mind.

Villagers: To change his/her mind.

Rag. & Belle: She/he looked my way and all at once | knew -
| had to stay

Villagers: He/she had to stay.

Villagers: He/she never thought he'd/she'd find
Someone to make him/her change his/her mind.

Villagers: To change his/her mind.

Rag. & Belle: She/he looked my way and all at once | knew -
| had to stay

Villagers: He/she had to stay.

(PRINCE RAGWORTembracesPRINCESSBELLE. The VILLAGERS cheer.
KING and QUEEN enter).

King: Well done, my boy. Congratulation®n ridding us of thedragonandsetting
my daughter free.(VILLAGERS cheer again).

Ragwort: It was nothing, Sire. | did it because it was a job that had to be done

Queen: Oh you brave young man. | think you’re wonderful.

Ragwort: Oh, your Majesty, you're only saying that because it’s true.

King: Now then, Prince Ragwort, | believe my wife made a promise to you.

Ragwort: Yes, Sire. Shepromisedthat!| could marry your beautifuldaughteif |
saved her from the dragon. That is if your daughter was willing.

King: Did shenow? (Turningto BELLE) Well, my daughter,areyou willing to
marry Prince Ragwort?

Belle: Oh, yes Daddy. | think he’s the most wonderful thing since sliced bread!

King: Whatis sliced bread? Oh, nevermind. That's settledthen. (Turning to
QUEEN) Now, my turtle dove, you appeato haveanothellittle celebration
to organise.

Queen: Oooh! | have, my little sweetmeat,andI’'m really goingto go to town
with this one.

King: I'm sure that we will all look forward to that, my little puddle-tum.

(GRIZELDA'S tune heard on piano. There is a large cloud of smokeand
GRIZELDA appears. VILLAGERS boo andhiss. GRIZELDA advances
towards BELLE and PRINCE RAGWORT stands in front of her).

Grizelda: Well! Well! Well! And | don’t wantany funny commentshis time.
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What a wonderful, happy gathering we have here.

Ragwort: What do you want, you .... you .... you nasty person, you?

Grizelda: Sothisis our supermanisit? Not muchof aspecimen! My planis not
to be changed jusbecausd’ve lost onedragon. | canjust aseasily provide
myself with anotherone. (GRIZELDA raises her handto casta spell on
RAGWORT.TheMICE and BIRDSrush forward and surroundGRIZELDA,
flappingand dodgingaroundher. Sheis gradually pushedowardsthe well.
With onefinal pushby the animalsshedisappearsdownthe well. Cloudsof
smokecome from the well. Everybodycheersloudly. The MAYORre-
appears slightly dazed and moaning).

Mayor: Oh, my headhurts. | wasjust crawling out of thatwell, andl don’t know
what | was doing down there, whensomethinglandedon me and knocked
me back down. The place was full of steam!

1stVillager: You've justbumpednto yourold friend Grizeldaagain! Shewason
her way down as you were on your way up.

2nd Villager: Welcome back, Mr. Mayor. It's good to see you again.

Mayor: It's niceto be my old self again. | wasgetting pretty fed up of havingto
frazzle everybody who came near.

Ragwort: | hope you don’t hold it against me for tipping you down the well.

Mayor: Not at all, my good fellow, I'm really rather pleased you did.

King: We’'re all pleased to see you again Mr. Mayor, welcome back.

Mayor: Thank you, your highness.

MUSIC 10 -MAYOR'S SONG

| feel so much better now the spell’'s gone.

I’'m happy stepping out and having fun.

My friends all say they're really glad to see me,
We laugh and talk of things that we have done.
I’'m so glad to be, I'm so glad to be,

I’'m so glad to be FREE!

Queen: Isn't all this exciting? Our daughterback, the mayorbackto his old self
againandmy evil twin sistercompletelydisappeared. (The CROWDcheer
loudly). | wonder what will become of her?

King: Nevermind old Grizzly Grizelda, you've got a lot of organisingto do, my
little sweetikins.

Queen: You're quiteright asusual, my little pumpkin. | mustgo soonandstart
organising the wedding.
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MUSIC 11 -WEDDING CALYPSO

All: There’s going to be a wedding,
Oh, what a lovely day.
We'll all be there to see it,
Let's chase the blues away.

There’s going to be a wedding,
We'll all be there to see.
Ragwort is now a hero,

He’s set the Princess free.

Da, da, da, da, da,

Da, da, da, da, da,

We’'ll all be there to see;
Da, da, da, da, da,

Da, da, da, da, da,

He's set the Princess free.

There’s going to be a wedding,
Oh, what a lovely day.
Everyone will be happy.

Let's chase the blues away.

Edwin: (steppingforward) Threecheersfor Prince Ragwortand PrincessBelle.

Hip hip ....
All: Hooray.
Edwin: Hip hip ....
All: Hooray.
Edwin: Hip hip ....
All: Hooray.

(ALL leave the stage, apart from EDWIN, singing).
MUSIC 1la -WEDDING CALYPSO (Reprise)

Edwin: There’s going to be a wedding,
Oh, what a lovely day.
Everyone will be happy.
Let's chase the blues away.
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Da, da, da, da, da,

Da, da, da, da, da,

We’'ll all be there to see;
Da, da, da, da, da,

Da, da, da, da, da,

He's set the Princess free.

Edwin: And so our story comesto a close. In the way of all good stories,
everybody lived happily ever after.

(As the lights begin to fade out a voice is heard off stage).

Grizelda: (cackling) That's what they think!

THE END
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