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Balthasaar*
Caspaar*
Melchior*

Gemini*

Myrrh Foreman*
6 Myrrh Collectors
Leo*

Goldmine Foreman*
Vergo*

Freda*

Bert*

Fred*

6 Camels

Sarah

Daffodil Dancers*
Tara*

Sarah*

Cleo*

Sarah*

Footman to King Herod

Herod

3 Dream Mimes
Principal Showman*
3 Snowmen

4 Snowflake Dancers
Mary

Joseph

CAST (in order of appearance)

Twenty year-old Wise Man
Forty year-old Wise Man

Sixty year-old Wise Man
Young attendant to Balthasaar
of the Myrrh Plantation

Melchior's Young Attendant
Attendant to Caspaar
Supermarket Cashier
Engine Driver

Camel Train Guard

forming the Camel Train
Manageress of the Spring Tavern

Hula Girls

King

(Singer)

M.C. at the Spring Tavern

Miss Foxy*
Chorus
2 Dream Singers

Singer at the Spring Tavern
(mainly unison with occasional 2-part work)

* Denotes solo singing roles



The Musical Numbers

1 Overture Band and Chorus
2 Starbright Balthasaar, full Company and Chorus
3 Myrrh Gemini, Myrrh Collectors, Chorus
4 Gold Rock Leo, Gold Foreman, Miners and Chorus
5 End of Season Sale Freda, Vergo, and Chorus
5a Starbright Scene change
6 Wise Men Three Balthasaar, Caspaar, Melchior
7 What would you like
for a Present? Gemini, Vergo, Leo
7a Camel Train Intro. Band
8 Camel Train Fred, Bert, Wise Men, Messengers, Company
8a Spring Tavern Underscore [and Chorus
9 Ride on the Stars Balthasaar
10 Daffodil Dancers Daffodil Dancers and Chorus

11 When Spring Comes Along Miss Foxy and Chorus
11a When Spring Comes Along Playout

12 Starbright Entr'Acte Band and Chorus

13 Summer Island Hula Girls, Wise Men and Chorus
14 Dreaming Caspaar

15 Snowflakes Snowman and Chorus

16 City on the Hill Company

17 Finale Company

Starbright wasoriginally written and performedby pupils of St. George'sChurchof
England School, Gravesend, Kent as their Christmasproduction, 1987.
This newversionupdatesmostof the original material and includesrevised
musical numbers and dialogue.



Production Notes

Starbrightis fairly simpleto stageandset. A Gobo staron the ceiling plus a star
effectsprojectionenhancedhe topic andthe atmosphere A follow spotwas
usedfor highlightingthe areasof action,andtiming of thelights goingup and
down in the finale for a disco-like effect. At the end of the finale we used
lights downto half, plus candlesheldby thefront line of the choruswho knelt
aroundthe tableaux. Rostrawere all that we usedfor the Seasonsand the
areas of pointed dialogue.
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WINTER AUDIENCE SPRING

[l = 'arge rostrum

Costumingcanberelativelysimple: jeans.etc.for the chorus/charactersSnowmen
in white boiler-suitswith scarvesandhats. The Starswore leggingsandtee-
shirts that they had logoed with plastic paints. The Wise Men wore:

Balthasaar Jeans, shirt and waistcoat
Caspaar Pin-striped suit and bowler
Melchior Baggy trousers, slippers and long cardigan.

Forthefinal scenewe dressedhe Wise Menrichly andastraditionallyaswe
could: long, trailing, velvet capes, rich gowns and Eastern headwear.



Production Notes (contd.)

The camelswore black leggingsand beigetops. We useda long rope and head
masksfor the train and camels,with the passengergettingin betweeneach
camel. The club entertainers can be as simple or as flamboyant as you wish.

Most of the propsand costumescanbe adaptedrom thingsreadily availablefrom
home. The Minnie Mouse hour glass can be eliminated, or madeon a
standingboard, with two milk bottlesjoined with sandin, so that it flows
through.

The Text

This was a fun approachto realisingthat the Nativity story is for everyoneof all
ages.

| tried to illuminate what Myrrh and Frankincenseare,andwhataretheir uses. As
Frankincensecamefrom a similar sourceto Myrrh | setits collectionin a
supermarket. The Gold Rock songhasquotesfrom famouswriters that are
self-explanatory.

| took the Wise Men throughthe seasongo Winter, in the middle of which was
Christmas, showing that their journey was long and full of adventures.

Herodl sawasa Mafia leaderwith a clownishfootman. Herodwasreplacedoy the
Deuvil, luring the DreamdancergowardsHerod'sPalace but they turn away
at the end.

The Choreographygives a dance teachera lot of scope dramatically and
traditionally, the two extremesbeing The Dreamandthe Charlestorstyle of
the Daffodil Dancers.

A respectfuland traditional ending made everyonefeel emotionally involved in
something vital and important.

Di Coleman



STARBRIGHT

Book & Lyrics by Di Coleman
Music by Chris Tingley

MUSIC 1 -OVERTURE [ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS]

Chorus: Starbright, Starbright,
Shining out the light.
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.

Starbright, starbright,
Shining out the light.
Starbright, starbright,
Lighting bright the night. (repeat last 4 lines)

To you all will be born a Son,
To you all will be born a Son.
To you all will be born a Son.
And he will be called Jesus
By everyone..

Everyone..

Everyone..

Everyone!

SCENE 1
MUSIC 2 -STARBRIGHT

(ThreeWise Men are found with telescopesind caskets. During this numberthe
COMPANY enter miming work activities in pairs; i.e. photographerand
model, lumberjacRks

Company/Chorus: A long time ago

The story was told
Of a woman who was young
And a man who was old.



The Spirit of the Lord
Came and changed all that
According to the text of the Magnificat.

From humble beginnings came Mary and Jo,
When an angel flew from Heaven down below.
He said:

Solo (Balthasaar): To you all will be born a Son
And he will be called Jesus..

Solo/Comp/Chorus: .. by everyone”

Comp/Chorus: So Mary and Jo went - their taxes to pay
Along the road, down Bethlehem way.
On a donkey with long ears, Mary had a long ride
With a baby in her tummy and Jo at her side.

At ev'ry pub they gave a loud knock

But the answer each time was a terrible shock.

"Red Lion, King's Arms, Rose and Crown, Wild Boar,"

At each a deep voice came shouting at the door:

"No room, no room....

But if you go right down the alley there's a stable at the back.
There's room, there's room....

Where the animals feed from hay in a rack."

(The following occurs simultaneously)

Comp/ "No room, no room....
chorus But if you go right down the alley there's a stable at the back.
There's room, there's room....
Where the animals feed from hay in a rack
(Characters freeze and point to a Gobo star on the ceiling).
Solo: To you all will be born a Son,
To you all will be born a Son....
Solo/Comp/
Chorus: To you all will be born a Son
And he will be called Jesus...."



Comp/Chorus: Now our story begins
When the Wise Men Three
Were told to follow
A Star, and see....(cast continue activities)

Starbright, Starbright,
Shining out the light
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.

Starbright, Starbright
Shining out the light.
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.

What miracle the Lord
Did for man provide,
So upon their camels
They took a ride.

Stopping at times

To sleep in tents

They rested with Gold,
Myrrh and Frankincense.

From the East to Bethlehem
They went on tour,
Balthasaar, Caspaar

And old Melchior.

Messengers:  To you all will be born a Son.

Wise Men: To you all will be born a Son.

Company: To you all will be born a Son
And he will be called Jesus by

Company: everyone!

Chorus: Starbright, Starbright,

Comp/Chorus: Shining out the light.
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.
(Wise Men enter)



Starbright, Starbright,
Shining out the light
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.

Comp/ Starbright, Starbright,
chorus Shining out the light
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.

Solo: To you all will be born a Son
To you all will be born a Son.

Everyone: To you all will be born a Son
And he will be called Jesus
By everyone....
Everyone, everyone.
Everyone! (Cast exit)

(The THREE WISE MEN are found seated with telescopes and caskets).

Wise Men: Messenger! Messenger! (GEMINI, VERGOand LEO enter from
different directions. They kneel at the feet of their respective masters)

Messengers:Yes, my master?

Balt: | have seen a sign of world-wide importance, right!

Casp: A star above shines, waiting to take me on a journey.

Melch: Tonight| mustmeettwo other Wise Men andjourneyto the birth of an
even wiser being.

(The following lines are spoken almost simultaneously).

Balt: Go...

Casp: ..take this casket and fill it with the best...

Melch: ...quality goods.

Balt: Myrrh...
Casp: ..Frankincense...
Melch: ...Gold.

(They all exit except GEMINI).

Gemini: Balthasaasay: "Go to the Myrrh plantationandcollectthe besttears of
gum for a specialpresent.” But him not saywho for. Me think this is an
unusualrequest. Me askno questions...andgo. You cometoo? (He goes
to the MYRRHcorner). MasterBalthasaahe say collectthe very besttears
of gum, enough to fill his casket. It's for a birthday present?
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Myrrh Foreman: A birthday present?

Gemini: Yes Sir. Unusual don't you think?

Myrrh Foreman: (to the COLLECTORSA birthday present!
Collectors: A birthday present!

MUSIC 3 - MYRRH
Chorus &
Collectors: Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Which Balthasaar wants for a birthday present.
Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Which Balthasaar wants for a birthday present.

We hack at the stem of the Myrrh tree
Which exudes the gum resin for all to see.
We pick it in tears of reddish brown

By pulling it off - and pressing it down.

Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Which Balthasaar wants for a birthday present

Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent
Which Balthasaar wants for a birthday present

Gemini: (shouts) Which Balthasaar wants for a present.

Collectors: No!

Chorus &

Collectors: Where will the myrrh go?

For what and to whom?
A tonic, an essence in an exotic perfume.
We have gathered the best tears - Gathered today
Ready for the casket in which it will lay.

Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent....
Myrrh. Myrrh - is shaped like a crescent....

Which Balthasaar wants for a birthday present.
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Gemini: (takes casket) Thank you Collectors. | must take this casketto
Balthasaar.(he exits).

Foreman: We mustbeon ourwaytoo. The Sunis settingandwe mustgethome.
(They exit. Enter LEO and GOLD FOREMAN).

Leo: My MasterMelchior wantsmeto go downto the minesandcollectenoughof
theBestGoldto fill thiscaskeffor a specialbirthdaypresent.l coulddo with
the help of the menfrom Securi-Casketputit's all hushhush! Follow me -
we will gotogether. (He goesto themine) Hello. I've broughtmy Master's
Credit Card. One casket of your best Gold bars, please.

Gold Foreman: O.K. Man. Justfollow the line. Find the rhythm and enterthe
mine. Keep Cool!

MUSIC 4 -GOLD ROCK [LEO, GOLD FOREMAN, MINERS and CHORUS]

Comp/chorus: Old Midas had a dream, yeah!

(or solo lines) Old Midas had a dream, yeah!
Old Midas had a dream about the -
Ultimate gold seam!

Leo: John Milton had an age

Miners/Chorus: Yeah!

Leo: John Milton had an age

Miners/Chorus: Yeah!

Leo: John Milton had an age of Gold
In the stories that he told.

All: Will Blake he had a bow, yeah!
Will Blake he had a bow, yeah!
Will Blake he had a bow
Made of Burning Gold, you know
Will Blake he had a Bow!

Chorus: Thomas Gray - he had an ode
Thomas Gray - he had an ode
‘Now all that glistens gold'
From a poem that he sold
Thomas Gray - had an ode.



Company or solo:Now all that glistens gold from a poem that he sold

Chorus: Now all that glistens gold from a poem that he sold

Miners: One.... They count the gold bars)

Company or solo:Will Blake - he had a bow made of burning gold you know
Chorus: Will Blake - he had a bow made of burning gold you know
Miners: Two....

Company or solo:He pronounces to his doll - gold's worse poison to man's soul
Chorus: He pronounces to his doll - gold's worg®ison to man's soul
Miners: Three....

Company or solo:John had an age of gold in a story that he told

Chorus: John had an age of gold in a story that he told

Miners: Four....

Company or solo:0Old Midas had a dream about the ultimate gold seam
Chorus: Old Midas had a dream about the ultimate gold seam
Miners: Five....

All: Old Midas had a dream, yeah!

Old Midas had a dream, yeah!
Old Midas had a dream about the -
Ultimate gold seam.
Old Midas had a dream about the -
Ultimate gold seam___.
(In the following verse each "gold" can be given to separategroups, e.g. solo,

miners, chorus to give antiphonal effect).
Gold, gold, gold, gold,
Gold, gold, gold, gold
Seam,
Yeah!

Leo: Thank you Miners. | must go now and take these bars to Melchior.

Gold Foreman: Rock on, Man! (They leave).

Vergo: Goodevening. I'm Vergo - Caspaar'servant. (Bows) He wantedmeto
go andgetsomeFrankincense.Not wishingto pleadmy ignorance] picked
up this casketandherel am. Now whereshalll go to get Frankincense?
know, come with me to the Hypermarket. (Goesto the Store). Good
evening.

Freda: Hello, dear. I'm Freda. Wot d'yer want?

Vergo: Well, this will amuse you. | would like some.... apples! Yes, apples!

Freda: (filing her nails) We ain't got no apples!

Vergo: Oh dear! What about some.... gin?

Freda: We ain't got no gin!



Vergo: Well....um....er....! Whataboutcasketof Frankincense, supposehey're
out of stock too?

Freda: No! It's on special offer this week with a free casket!

Vergo: Then I'll be goin'.... What did you say?

Freda: (shouts) You gottroublewith yer Flappers?I saidit's on offer this week,
with a free casket.

Vergo: Oh! Can | have one?

Freda: What sort?

Vergo: What sort?

Freda: Yeh. Large, medium or small?

Vergo: Well what do you recommend?

Freda: Depends on what it's for!

Vergo: It's.... You'll be amazed at this. It's for a baby's birthday present.

Freda: (Nonplussed)Then you'll want large! (Puts casket on the table).

Vergo: Can you wrap it?

Freda: Yeah! But | ain't got no sellotape.

Vergo: Haven't you any upstairs - in stock?

Freda: If it's not on the shelf, then we ain't got it!

Vergo: Then I'll take it as it is.

MUSIC 4 - END OF SEASON SALE FREDA, VERGO, CHORUS]

Chorus: Bargains, bargains, bargains, bargai
(or separated) Bargains, bargains, bargains, bargaiﬂ} (x2)
Freda: Frankincense - itis cheap this week!
Vergo: Frankincense - itis cheap this week!
Both: Get two slabs for the price of one
Chorus: It's the End of Season

Sale!

Bargains, bargains, bargains, bargains.

Freda: Cut-price china....

Vergo: Bone, Nothing finer....

Freda: Glass for the upper-class....

Vergo: Paper -weight - really great!

Freda: Toiletries.

Vergo: Cheap in threes!

Freda: Frankincense - Itis cheap this week!

Vergo/Chorus: Frankincense - Itis cheap this week!
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Both: Get three slabs for the price of one

Chorus: It's the End of Season

Both: } Salel

Chorus: Bargains, bargains, bargains, bargains.
Freda: Cut-price drinks

Vergo: Ale, brown and pale!

Freda: Ready mixed

Vergo: Gin. And it's

Freda: Lemonade, superior grade

Vergo: Fruit juice - boxed or loose

Freda: Brandy, superior.

Vergo: Very handy!

Freda: Frankincense - itis cheap this week!
Vergo: Frankincense - itis cheap this week!
Both: Get four slabs for the price of one
Chorus: It's the End of Season.

(Through this next section CHORUS sifiBargains! What a bargain!" X3)
Freda: Cut-price perfume

Vergo: To enhance a room

Freda: Rose

Vergo: To delight the nose

Freda: Lily....

Vergo: Of the Valley

Freda: Frankincense

Vergo: Only fifty pence

Both: Frankincense - Only fifty pence!
Both & Chorus: Frankincense - Only fifty pence!

All: Frankincense. Only fifty pence

Frankincense. Only fifty pence

Frankincense. It is cheap this week
Frankincense. It is cheap this week
Get five slabs for the price of one.
It's the End of Season

Vergo: Done!

Freda: You ‘ave been!



All Frankincense It is cheap this week
Frankincense It is cheap this week
Get five slabs for the price of one.

Freda & Chorus: Fills the casket
Vergo & Chorus: Fills the casket

Vergo & Freda: It's the End of Season Sale.
All: (shout) Sold!
(Exeunt. Scene change. MUSIC 54 TFARBRIGHT SCENE CHANGH

SCENE 2
(BALTHASAAR, CASPAAR and MELCHIOR sit outwards facing the AUDIENCE)
MUSIC 6 -WISE MEN THREE

Balt: (on stool - sings)
The youth of life | have wandered
But not a minute have | squandered.
Schooling, dancing, flirting, kissing,
Indulging in the fairer race
Hoping and wishing.
For what? I'm still finding me....
Who are we?
Wise Men Three.

(Speakswith underscore) Where is Gemini? Many sand grains have shifted
throughmy Minnie Mousehour-glasssincehe left. | wasdaft to sendthe
guy for Myrrh. It'salongwayto legit. (aside) | don'tevenknow whatit's
for. Therel washavinga gasp,aftera heavy-metakeshwhenup in the sky
popsa U.F.O.with amessage."Follow me andbring a casketof Myrrh." 'A
Casket?l said. 'Won'ta carrierbagdo?' "No!" Herel amonly twenty years
old -1 don"t need these hasslgsits).

Casp: (sings)
To the middle of my life | have wandered.
Not a minute of my life have | squandered.
Schooling, dancing, flirting, kissing,
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Indulging in the fairer race

Hoping and wishing.

Loving, engaging, mothering, fathering
Helping the infant race

Scolding, caring.

For what? I'm still finding me....

Who are we?

Wise Men Three!

(Speakswith underscore) (Woman'svoice) "Don't put your cigarettesin the pot
plants! Put your slipperson when you comein! Changethe baby dear.
Dinner'snot readyyet!" (VICAR'Svoice) "Caspaar. Wilt thou take this
woman,children,family, mortgageall for yourself?" (normalvoice) | said
"Yes". Sowhile shecooked,madethe housenice andfed me, | took up a
hobby - Astronomy. So for the £5 per week on the wife's cataloguel
acquireda nifty spy-glass.Lastnight | waslooking aroundwhenup popped
a starso bright it mademy eyeswater - with a message: "Follow me and
bring a casketof Frankincense™- | supposeaheywill takecreditcardsdown
at the store? 1told Vergo | hadn't got the cagsits)

Melch: (sings) The ages of life | have wandered
But not a minute of time have | squandered.
Schooling, dancing, flirting, kissing,
Indulging in the fairer race, hoping and wishing.
Loving, engaging, marrying, fathering.
Helping the infant race....
Scolding, caring.
Learning, researching, living, philosophising
Observing the human race - Laughing and dying.
For what? | am still finding me.
Who are we?
Wise Men Three.

(Speaksvith underscore)Herel am,apensioner.Very healthy - twenty press-ups
a day, a box of indigestiontabletsand then I'm fit for anything. Well |
thoughtl wasuntil last night. | went down the gardento inspectmy roses
and enjoy my pipe, when suddenly,| thoughtmy time was up! A great,
blinding light appearedn the sky. | hada messageo follow it andtake a
casketof gold with me for a birthday present. | have beerthrifty overthe
years. | havea few bob put awayfor my old age,plusa gold mine or two. |
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hopeLeo returnssafelywith thegold. | forgotto hire Securi-Caskein all the

rush.

Balthasaar, Caspaar and Melchior (all sing).

For what? | am still finding me....
Who are we?
Wise Men Three. (sit)

(GEMINI, VERGOAND LEO enterwith casketsand eachtakesup his/herposition
by the respective 'master’).
Gemini, Vergo and Leo: We have the caskets.

MUSIC 7 - WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE FOR A PRESENT?

Gemini, Vergo and Leo and Chorus:

Gemini:
Vergo & Leo:
Gemini:
Vergo & Leo:

A baby's to be born to a peasant
A virgin, very rare.

My Master's taking a casket....
Nothing like babywear!

What would you like for a present
Tell me, Jesus dear?

Something practical and pleasant
Come now, bend my ear.

A computer, a calculator, a jigsaw or software
Or would you like a three-wheeled bike,

A big doll

Or Teddy Bear?

Or myrrh?

Uh?

Well??

Uhh!!!

Gemini, Vergo and Leo and Chorus:

A baby's to be born to a peasant
A virgin, very rare.

My Master's taking a casket....
Nothing like babywear!

What would you like for a present,
Tell me, Jesus dear?

Something practical and pleasant
Come now, bend my ear.
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Some building blocks, a box of chocs,

A bib or woollen socks.

Or would you like a disc player, a pen-set
Or building blocks?

Vergo: Or Frankincense?
Gemini & Leo: Uh!
Vergo: Well??

Gemini & Leo: Uhh!!!

Gemini, Vergo and Leo and Chorus:
A baby's to be born to a peasant
A virgin, very rare.
My Master's taking a casket....
Nothing like babywear!
What would you like for a present,
Tell me, Jesus dear?
Something practical and pleasant
Come now, bend my ear.

Some handkerchiefs, a can of beer, record or book token
Or would you like some slippers or a bottle of scotch -

Broken!
Leo: Or Gold?
Vergo & Gemini: Uh!
Leo: Well??

Vergo & Gemini: Ahh... Ha!!!

Balthasaatr:

Caspaar: We must hurry, the train leaves in half an hour.
Melchior:

SCENE 3
MUSIC 7a -CAMEL TRAIN INTRODUCTION

(Lightsup onstageandtrack. Enginedriver BERTrushesforward to meetFRED
the Guard)

Bert: "Ere Fred,| wasjust tucking into me shepherd'pie, when| 'ad a strange
feelingthatthe train wasdueto go out again. Sol rusheddown'ereandleft
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me puddin’, which is unheard of.

Fred: D'yerknow | wasjustthe same. | waspolishingme whistlewhen! 'adthis
urgeto blow it. Sol run darn'ere,andfoundthe camelswerevery fidgety.
(blowshis whistle. CamelTrain appears - 6 CAMELS - wearing'camel’
masks and roped together)

MUSIC 8 - CAMEL TRAIN

Company and Chorus, Fred and Bert:
All on board for the camel train
This midnight express is reserved for Three Wise Men
Please pass along down the car
Straight down the track,
Just follow the star.
First class only on the camel train
An Inter-Desert service there and back again.
Please pass along down the car
Straight down the track
Just follow the star.

(Chorus sings a scat under dialogue (optional) - see vocal score).
Bert: (spokemovermusic) | wonderwherewe'regoin'? I've neverbeenon a star-
trek before.
Fred: I'll lead the way wiv' me flag, you foller on.
Bert: O.K. Fred. It's quite exciting, night shift isn'tit? (FRED unrolls his flag.
BERT leads the front CAMEL - FRED blows his whistle)
All aboard for the camel train
This midnight express is reserved for the Three Wise Men.
Please pass along down the car
Straight down the track,
Just follow the star.
First class only on the camel train
An Inter-Desert service there and back again.
Please pass along down the car
Straight down the track,
Just follow the star.

(Chorus sings "ah" under dialogue (optional) - see vocal score).

Bert: (to BALTHASAARspokenover music) Evenin'Sir. Are you destinedto
follow the star?
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Balt: My side-kickandl haveto takea pressyto a specialkkid, solet'sclimb in man
and ride on! (BALTHASAARand GEMINI climb behind camels with
suitcases)

Balt & Gem:  Champagne lunches on the camel train

Fred & Bert:  For ev'ry taste we cater, fancy food or plain.

Please pass along, down the car.

Fred, Bert, Balt & Gem:

Straight down the track, just follow the star.

(Chorus sings "ah" under dialogue (optional) - see vocal score).
Fred: (to CASPAARspokenover music) Evenin'Sir. Are yer followin' a star
somewhere?
Casp: | don'tknowwhatthewife will think. I've left no noteandVergodidn'tfeed
the cat!
Fred: 'Op in Sir. Carriages one and two are full.
Casp: How nice.... Company!(they get in)
Casp & Vergo: No traffic hassles on the camel train
Just sit and relax - let the train take the strain!
Casp, Verg, Balt, Gem, Fred & Bert:
Please pass along, down the car
Straight down the track just follow the star.

Bert: (to MELCHIOR) Evening Sir. Are you destined to follow the star?
Melch: That's very kind. You look quite full.
Bert: Not to worry sir, plenty of room at the end.
Melch: 1 hope it's not a 'No Smoker’, | do like my pipe in the evening.
Fred: It's all right Sir. If you and your man er....
Melch: Oh! Sorry, Leo.
Fred: Thanks. We will be on our way.
All: No traffic hassles on the camel train
Just sit and relax - let the train take the strain!
Please pass along, please pass along down the car
Straight down the track just follow the star.
No traffic hassles on the camel train
Just sit and relax - let the train take the strain!
Please pass along, please pass along down the car.
Straight down the track just follow the star.
Please pass along, please pass along down the car
Straight down the track just
Follow the star!
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SCENE 4
MUSIC 8a - SPRING TAVERN[Underscore]

(The Spring Tavern)

Bert: Theanimalsarecream-crackeredndit's almostdawn. Shallwe stopat the
next hotel, Sirs?

Balt, Melch and Casp: Stop here. (they all get out of the train)

Sarah (the Manageress) Good evening,Gentlemen. My nameis Sarah,and |
would like to welcomeyou all to the hospitalityof the SpringTavern. Would
you like rooms?

Balt: Is thereany night-life, Sarah? Somewherghat | could splashon a little
charm? Know what | mean?

Sarah: We have a show, but it finishes at sun-rise.

Casp: Are you still servingsupper? My wife was cookingfish and chipswhenl
left, but | had to come away in a hurry.

Sarah: If youwould like to takeatable,l will bringyouthemenu. Thisis a4-star
hotel, and | will be with you in a twinkle(comes back with menus)
Melch: Are thereanyroomsready? | amverytired andI'm sureFredandBertare

tired too.

Sarah: Oh, Yes Sir! We were expectingyou. We hada message.If your man
would like to bring the cases, you can go to your rooms.

Leo: Yes ma'am! (picks up the cases. MELCHIOR, SARAH and LEO exit).

Fred: What about the camels?

Gem: We will take care of them.

Sarah: What next, gentlemen?

Vergo: Have you some food for the camels?

Sarah: If you takethemto the stable,thereis plenty of food. Above arerooms
with hot showers and a cold buffet - for yourselves, not the camels. Ha-ha!

Gem & Vergo: Thank you Ma'am (exit with CAMELS)

Sarah: Now, Sirs. If you would like to go to the back,Ethelwill bring you some
supper, and then show you to your rooms.

Fred & Bert: Thank you. (exit the way she is pointing)

MUSIC 8b [Snare drum roll and cymbal crash]
M.C. Welcometo the Spring TavernShow. Now who havewe got in tonight?
(comes down to centrefs00d morning, Sir. And what is your name?

Balt: Hi! I'm Balthasaar.
M.C. Not the famous rock singer?
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Balt: Yeah! But'lt's wise to keep it Low Key".

M.C.: Isn't that the title of your latest aloum?

Balt: Well, Yes! (modest - then prepares for applause)

M.C.: Won't you sing us one of the tracks?

Balt: Well....

M.C.: We would like that.... thanks.

Balt: | will need a backing group.

M.C. Certainly. As it's in the starchartsand our astralkaraoke,our club singers
will know it of course!

Balt: O.K. guys - "Ride on the Stars."

MUSIC 9 - RIDE ON THE STARS

Balt: (sings) So gpreciate - the land and sea
Like us - be wise and live naturally!

Chorus: Ride on, ride on the stars,
Through the Milky Way -
Yes, you'll find the way
To beam you far -
Yes, straight on to Mars
And we've got to feel the power
Get up to the moon
Love feels good
It's a time riding tune.

Balt: Our Universe is such a wonderful place -
Of land and sky and outer space.
We need the discipline to find a solution
And clear the atmosphere from pollution.

Everyone: Clear the atmosphere - ugh!!

Balt: Ride on, ride on the stars,
Through the Milky Way -
Yes, you'll find the way
To beam you far -
Yes, straight on to Mars
And we've got to feel the power
Get up to the moon
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Love feels good
It's a time riding tune.

Balt: Our creatures wild they are a wonderful sight
The fish and birds are really bright!
We need the discipline to find the solution
And keep them free from - man's pollution.

Everyone: Keep them clear of me!

Balt: Ride on, ride on the stars,
Through the Milky Way -
Yes, you'll find the way
To beam you far -
Yes, straight on to Mars
And we've got to feel the power
Get up to the moon
Love feels good
It's a time riding tune.

Balt: So,appreciate - the land and sea
Like us - be wise and live naturally!

Chorus: Ride on, ride on the stars,
Through the Milky Way -
Yes, you'll find the way
To beam you far -
Yes, straight on to Mars
And we've got to feel the power
Get up to the moon
Love feels good
It's a time riding tune.

Balt: Our plants and trees they have the wonderful power
Of seed, fruit, nuts and colourful flower
We learn the discipline - that's our contribution
And give to all a fair distribution.

Everyone: Give it all to me!
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Chorus:

Balt:

Chorus:

All:
Balt:
All:

Ride on, ride on the stars,
Through the Milky Way -

Yes, you'll find the way

To beam you far -

Yes, straight on to Mars

And we've got to feel the power
Get up to the moon

Love feels good

It's a time riding tune.

Ride on, ride on the stars,
Through the Milky Way -

Love feels good it's a time riding
Love feels good it's a time riding
Love feels good it's a time riding
It's a time riding tune.

Yeal

M.C.. Thankyou Balthasaar (he bows) That numberhasa heavy ecological

message.

Balt: That's right - Be wise, love our natural resources and respect them.

M.C.. Thankyou. Let'shearit againfor Balthasaar (claps) Springhassprung.
Thegrassisriz. | wonderwheretheflowersis? Yes,folks, it's timeto bring
into bloom the Daffodil Dancers - a big hand please.

MUSIC 10 -DAFFODIL DANCERS

(This can be boosted vocally with additional ‘on-mic' singers or chorus).
Daff. dancers: Our hearts arise we feel the breeze

Green arms waving languid leaves
Then our trumpets golden freeze
Feeling the call of the Springtime season.

Sunshine gently warms our nose

Sends a tingling to our toes

Our yellow petals all unclose

Dancing with light - New birth is the reason.

Bright new hope, new hope releasing
Like gentle dew, like gentle dew
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For you and for you and for me and for you.
The hope of spring eternal

From the creator's journal

Starting the big time, starting the big time
Welcome the big time to you and you!

Our hearts arise we feel the breeze
Green arms waving languid leaves

Then our trumpets golden freeze

Feeling the call of the Springtime season.

Sunshine gently warms our nose
Sends a tingling to our toes

Our yellow petals all unclose
Dancing with gentle light
Dancing with great delight
Dancing in joyous light

New birth is the reason.
(Applause - Playoff).

M.C. As Dawn creepsover the hill, the milkman doeshis rounds (wink) know
what | mean? We cometo the last act of our night show. Aaah! Yes,the
mostgorgeougpersonyou couldwish to meetalongthe primrosepath. A big
hand for Miss Foxy and the cubs

Miss Foxy: Goodevening,ladiesandgentlemen.| would like to singfor you my
latest record -"When Spring Comes AlongMusic, Maestro, please!

MUSIC 11 -WHEN SPRING COMES ALON@Miss FOXY and CHORUS]

Foxy: When spring comes along, I'm up with the lark,
Prowling the fields from dawn until dark.
Searching for food, a nice juicy hen
Then back to my earth. Yeah Home again!

Chorus: Back to her earth.
Foxy: Yeah, Home again!
Chorus: Back to her earth
Foxy: Yeah, Home again!
Chorus: Back to her earth
Back to her earth
Foxy: Yeah! Back to my earth and home again.
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| slither through hedges, the hunt in full cry

Teasing the hounds, | know how to get by

The sight of the pink, the sound of the horn

One flash of my brush and then | am gorfe® rhyme with 'horn’)

Chorus: One flash of her brush
Foxy: And then | am gone
Chorus: One flash of her brush
Foxy: And then | am gone
Chorus: One flash of her brush
One flash of her brush
Foxy: One flash of my brush and then | am gone.

The scented cowslips, the blue of the bell
Squirrels, toads, birds, hares, enjoy the smells.
We chat as we pass. They are all my friends
Nature is lovely as night-time descends.

Chorus: As night-time descends
Foxy: Nature is lovely
Chorus: As night-time descends
Foxy: Nature is lovely
Chorus: As night-time descends
As night-time descends
Foxy: Yes, nature is lovely as night-time descends.

Now, Spring is the time when our fun begins
The warmth of the sun and the softness of winds
Humming bees. The picnickers shout....

Foxy wriggles her nose and is out and about....

Chorus: Spring is the time when our fun begins
The warmth of the sun and the softness of winds
Humming bees. The picnickers shout....

Foxy & Chorus: Foxy wriggles her nose and is out and about. Yeah!

M.C.: Thankyou, Miss Foxy andthankyou ladiesandgentlemerfor beingsucha
good audience. And remember, if you want to get anywhere.... look to a star.

MUSIC 10b -PLAYOUT

(The Orchestraplays as balloonsfall from the ceiling. Thelights fade and house
lights up)
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ACT I

SCENE 1
MUSIC 12 -ENTR'ACTE: STARBRIGHT

Chorus: Starbright, Starbright,
Shining out the light.
Starbright, Starbright,
Lighting bright the night.

(Themusicbecomeshe CamelTrain musicduring whichthe lights comeup onthe
CAMEL TRAIN and it©CCUPANTYS)

Leo: Itis getting very warm, Master.

Melch: Yes, Leo. When the sun rises | think it will be very hot.

Casp: | am looking forward to a nice cup of tea. My throat's getting dry.

Verg: | hada flask madeup at the Spring Tavern. (pourstea) Hereyou are,
Master.

Casp: Thanks, Vergo.

Gem: The star is fading. Does this mean we are going to stop, Master?

Balt: | supposeso. After somethingon the rocksanda shower. The sunwill do
wondersfor my looks. A goodtan goesdown well with the birds! (they
stop)

Fred: Thisislandlooksgreat. Getthe camelsunderthe palmsfor shadeBert and
Leo. (BERTandLEO do soandsit down. TheHULA GIRLSpop up from
behindthe palmsaccompaniedy the introductionto the following number.
They compose themselves and sig....

MUSIC 13 -SUMMER ISLAND

Hula Girls: Come, come away to Summer Island
Come, come away to this warm and dry land
Where the roof is blue and the floor is gold sand.
We rest under trees
By their palms we are fanned
Around our necks is a flower garland
Hula,
Hula,
Hula Hula Land.

Dance, dance away on Summer Island
Dance, dance away - listen to the string band
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Where the beat is great and the music is grand.
We rest under trees

By their palms we are fanned

Around our necks is a flower garland

Hula,

Hula,

Hula Hula Land.

Blue, hazy day,
Gently play
Rhythms of the seas.

Drift sunny sand,
Through my hand
Catching on the breeze.

Aromas from the flowers springing
Tenants of this land gaily singing,
Yes singing,

"Our paradise home."

Sing, sing away on Summer Island

Sing, sing away - though the words are our brand
Where the tune is bright - people sway, don't just stand
We rest under trees

By their palms we are fanned

Around our necks is a flower garland

Hula,

Hula,

Hula Hula Land.

Where the tune is bright - people sway, don't just stand
We rest under trees

By their palms we are fanned

Around our necks is a flower garland

Hula,

Hula,

Hula Hula Land.

Marie: | am Marie. This is Tara, Sarah and Cleo.

23



Melch: How doyoudo? | amMelchior. | wish | could grow flowers asbeautiful
as yours in my garden.

Marie: They grow in wild abandon here(they sit and chat).

Casp: Hello I'm Caspaar. Would you like to see photographs of my family?

Tara: How many have you?

Balt: (smootheshis hair) Hi! I'm Balthasaabut you can call me....anytime!!!
(SARAH and CLEO giggle)

Sara: Do you dance.... anytime?

Balt: Yeh! I'm pretty cool making the action.

Cleo: Will you dance with us.... anytime?

Balt: When?

Sarah & Cleo: NOW!! (they collect a stick covered in flowers)

Sara: Will your friends hold this?

Balt: Oh! Yes,er,thisis VergoandGemini. (VERGOand GEMINI hold the stick
at each end)

Cleo: Bongos!

Balt: Pardon!

MUSIC 13a -LIMBO DANCE 1

Casp: Can | join in?

Tara: Yes, we'll follow on. (the next round is repeated)

Balt: Perhapsomeof the peoplewould like aturn. (theycollectmembersf the
AUDIENCE who join in once and are then shown to their seats).

Casp: I'm amanof responsibilities.| think | will sitthisoneout! (Anotherround
occurs - music fades down during the following dialogue)

Balt: (breathless)Well, that was cool, uh?

Casp: Well done,old chap. You certainlywereimpressive. | think old Melchior
has got up to stretch his legs.

Balt: All right, Granpa? Touch of cramp?

Melch: Putthestick downboys. Your armswill gettired. (Theydo.MELCHIOR
snaps his fingers).

MUSIC 13b -LIMBO DANCE 2

(MELCHIOR attemptsto prepare himselffor the limbo and, just at the climax,
points to something in the sky).

Melch: Look! (Everyonelooks and MELCHIOR stepsover the stick. The
onlookerslook back and seethat MELCHIOR has succeeded!MELCHIOR
wipes his forehead with a hanky. The music stops. They all sit down).
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Tara: Masters, Friends, Coconuts.

Melch: A toast to our good friends

All: To our good friends.

Balt & Casp: And to a good days slee(The lights fade).

MUSIC 13c -CAMEL TRAIN REPRISE

Chorus & Company: No traffic hassles on the camel train
Just sit and relax - Let the train take the strain
Please pass along, please pass along down the car
Straight down the track, just follow the star.

No traffic hassles on the camel train

Just sit and relax - Let the train take the strain
Please pass along, please pass along down the car
Straight down the track, just follow the star.

Please pass along, please pass along down the car
Straight down the track, just follow the star.

SCENE 6

(The Autumn Palace).

Bert: While youwasall kipping, atelegramcamefor you from King 'erod. It says
(reads) BalthasaaiStop. CaspaaiStop. Melchior Stop. You areinvited to
attend my Autumn Palace Stop. This evening at 9.30 Stop. ‘erod Stop.

Balt: No RSVP or anything?

Bert: No!

Balt: What do | wear? Just look at my hair!

Casp: At leastwe shouldgeta goodsupper. | missmy wife's cooking. | missmy
wife!

Melch: The point is, will the star be going in that direction?

Fred: Well, it's going North-west. Shallwe stopenroute if we see'erod'sPalace,
Sirs?

Melch: | don't know if it is wise. | wasn't told to, when | first set out.

Balt: Go on. Don't be a spoil sport! Thereis the palace - full of lagerand
women.

Casp: Yes. And good food!

Melch: Well if you say so.
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Gem: Will you be changing sir?

Balt: | only have my birthday gear. What do you think, Cas, babes?

Casp: My wife would be furious if sheknewthat| wasvisiting a king andhadn't
evengot a changeof socks. | alsohaveonly my birthdaygear...ahem garb.
What do you think Melchior?

Melch: | don'tlike this situationat all. Shallwe sendLeo, Vergo and Geminito
enquire of the footman, what is expected?

Balt & Casp: Good idea!

Melch: Leo, go and stable the camels.

Leo: Yes, Master.

Melch: And don't be long, the night is chilly(They rest).

(LEO, VERGO and GEMINI knock at the door).

MUSIC 13d -DOOR KNOCK 1[drums]

Footman: Good evening, gentlemen. To whom do you wish to speak?

Leo: Well sir, we are servants of Caspaar, Melchior and Balthasaar.

Verg: Yes, and they got a telegram inviting them to meet Herod.

Gem: They want to know if it is formal occasion?

Footman: A formal occasion?

Gem: Yes. Do they dress for dinner?

Footman: They won't get much hospitality here. Betweenyou and me the old
boy'sa bit upset. He'sheardsomedistressingnews. It's curtainsfor anyone
who doesn'tbehave. Justsendthemin, but you wait out here. If the going
gets tough, you've time to scarper.

Verg: That bad?

Footman: Yes, that bad! (VERGO, GEMINI and LEO return to their masters)

Leo: Excuse me sirs. Are you awake? You are to go as you are.

Verg: And we are to wait OUTside.

Gem: Take care masters.

Melch: What did he say?

Balt: Oh don't worry, he always fusse¢They knock).

MUSIC 13e -DOOR KNOCK 2drums]

Footman: Masters Caspaar, Melchior and Balthasaar.

Herod: Enter. Ah! three, travelling astronomers,| presume. (CASPAAR,
MELCHIOR AND BALTHASAAR bow).

Casp: Yes, your Highness.

Herod: Be seated. (Theysit on cushions) | won't keepyou in suspense.lt has
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cometo my attentionthata newking is to be bornin Judae. Do you know
anything about him?

Balt: We have all heard about him, we had messages to follow a special star.

Herod: Oh, do you know where it is going?

Balt: Well, it seems....

Melch: Ah! No. Actually we don't.

Herod: (irritated) Would you like a drink? Footman,somewine and some
biscuits.

Footman: (holds out a tray)Refreshments, Sirs?

Melch, Balt & Casp: Thank you.

Herod: Now | was asking you if you know the star's destination.

Melch, Balt & Casp: No, your highness.

Herod: | amnotanunreasonablenan,Sirs. (tonguein cheek) But in exchange
for a guaranteed, safe passage through my territory, | need some information

Melch: (cautiously) What sort of information?

Herod: Balthasaaryou look areasonablenan. Isn'tit naturalfor a King to know
what is happening in his Kingdom?

Balt: Yes, your most magnificence!

Herod: Thengo, andmakea carefulsearchfor the child, andwhenyou find him,
let me know....

Melch: Why?

Herod: Because | would like to pay him my respects.

Casp: That seems a reasonable request.

Herod: Good. Thenl won't delayyou any longer. (he stands) Goodluck on
your journey. | will see you on your returr{he leaves, they bow and go).

Footman: (outside) Your glasses, gentlemen? Good luck!

Balt: Wow, that cat's really mean.

Melch: | knew we shouldn't have stopped. Where is the star?

Casp: (pointing) There. But it is not so bright. We had better get on quickly.

Melch: Leo, Vergo, Gemini, it's time to go.

SCENE 7 - Dream Scene
MUSIC 14 -DREAMING
(This song is ‘decorated’ by the chorus).
Melch: (sings) This is my dream, I'm dreaming.... dreaming, dreaming
(Focusis movedfrom MELCHIOR to the two SINGERSDuet] who take up the

song which accompanies the Dream Mime Dance. Melchior exits).
Duet: Along the dark night,
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Chorus (echo)

Chorus (echo)

Chorus:
Duet:
Chorus:
Duet:
Chorus:
Duet:

Chorus:

Duet:

Chorus:

Duet:

Chorus:

Duet & Chorus:
Duet:

Duet & Chorus:

Duet:

Chorus:

Duet:

Chorus:

Duet & Chorus:
Duet:

Duet & Chorus:
SCENE 8 -

Of sleeping, sleeping, sleeping
Pale colours of blue, and pink and cream.
They are all in my dream.

Soft waterfalls

Are streaming, streaming, streaming.
Streaming, streaming, streaming.

Down through the valleys -

Are creeping, creeping, creeping.

Creeping, creeping, creeping.

Gentle sounds of streams, lapping and clean.
They are all in my dream.

Aromas of flowers are seeping
Seeping

Seeping

Seeping

Seeping

Seeping

Along with the breeze that's sighing

Sighing
Sighing
Sighing
Sighing
Sighing
The tiny sweet birds
Are singing and preen
They are all in my dreams.
Three wise men
Are walking, walking, walking, walking, walking,
walking.
Away from the city
City, city
Talking, talking, talking
Talking, talking, talking
They take a different route, a change of scene.
They are all in my dream.
They are all in my dream. (EXxit)
Winter
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(Lights up on BALTHASAAR,CASPAARand MELCHIOR, now in rich robes,
walking with their caskets).

Casp: Isn't it a pity that the camels were too tired to continue?

Balt: Yeh! All thiswalkingis goingto play havocwith my gear. Look atthehem
of my cloak! (indicates).

Melch: | amgladthatthe boysdecidedto stayandhelp FredandBert| think they
will need a rest as it will be a longer journey home avoiding Herod's palace.

Casp: Look. Thestar'sstoppedmoving. We will soonbethere. (Lightsup onB.
SNOWMAN sitting amongst six white SNOWFLAKES).

Melch: There must have been children about. Look at this snowman.

Balt: Yeh! He's pretty cool.

Melch: Let us rest here for a minute

MUSIC 15 -SNOWFLAKES

(The SNOWMAN, and CHORUS -  during which the SNOWMEN and
SNOWFLAKES dance and drop snow).
Snowman: Flying, flying around
Quietly settling on the ground
We do not know where we will go
Chasing each other and landing below.

Flying, flying around

Quietly settling on the ground
Whitening all the hawthorn brakes
Those little snowflakes, snowflakes.

Chorus: Snowflakes, snowflakes, snowflakes, snowflakes.

Snowman: Drifting, drifting in the air
We float and glide just anywhere.
Painting the animals' coats furry white
Making the country a magical sight.

Drifting, drifting in the air
We float and glide just anywhere.
Dropping on hedges like icing on cakes
Those little snowflakes, snowflakes.
Chorus: Snowflakes, snowflakes, snowflakes, snowflakes.
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Snowman: Silently, silently, we arrive
Through the branches we fly and dive
Plopping twigs and lying quite flat
Sealing the landscape beneath a white mat.

Silently, oh so silently, we arrive

Through the branches we fly and dive
Plus Chorus: We scatter over the hills and the lakes

Those little snowflakes, snowflakes.

Snowflakes, snowflakes.
Snowflakes, snowflakes.
(Lights fade on B. Spot on MELCHIOR, BALTHASAAR and CASPAAR)

MUSIC underscore 15a STAR U/S

Balt: Journey'send. Look, the U.F.O.hasstopped. | wonderwhatthelittle guy's
like? I've never had much to do with babies. Is my hair O.K.?

Casp: | wonderif Jesuss anythinglike my children? Up half the night we are,
feeding, changing nappies and shovelling down gripe water.

Melch: It's beenalongjourney, Now thisis the momentwe have beenvaiting for,
the world's been waiting for.

Balt: CHRISTMAS! (Lightsup onF. Frozentableaux - MARY,JOSEPHand
crib).

MUSIC 16 -CITY ON THE HILL

Chorus: Flicker the lights of the City on the Hill
Flicker the lights with a sweet and daunting appeal.
The people who live there who we've never met.
The king-child calmly sleeping in his warm blanket
Amongst the flickering lights of the Citgn the Hill.
(Melchior slowly processes towards the tableaux).
Above the lights of the City on the Hill
Is the Star - shining, but still.
It beckons us onwards to our destination,
A palace of beauty in our imagination
Amongst the flickering lights of the City on the Hill.
The flickering light is the candle light
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The embers on the fire glow.

The wax on the candle soon burns down
Here comes a new light,

Here comes a warmer, brighter light
With a - much stronger glow

Much stronger glow.

(Caspaar slowly processes towards the tableaux).

Amongst the lights of the City on the Hill

Above a stable a star is standing still.

Is this a mistake? Or shall we go in?

A shelter of stones - or a door very thin

Amongst the flickering lights of the City on the Hill.

The flickering light is the candle light
The embers on the fire glow

The wax on the candle soon burns down
Here comes a new light,

Here comes a warmer, brighter light
With a - much stronger glow

Much stronger glow

Much stronger glow.

(Balthasaar slowly processes towards the tableaux).

Flicker the lights of the City on the Hill.

Flicker the lights of the City on the Hill.

Flicker the lights with a sweet and daunting appeal.
Flicker the lights with a sweet appeal.

The people who live there who we've never met,
The king-child calmly sleeping in his warm blanket
Amongst the flickering lights of the City on the Hill.
Amongst the flickering lights of the City on the Hill.
Amongst the flickering lights of the City on the Hill.

(MELCHIOR, BALTHASAAR and CASPAAR kneel with presents)

MUSIC 17 -FINALE

(TheFinale beginswith the CHORUS. Aseachmembeiof the Companyentersthey
join in the Chorus)

Starbright, Starbright,
Shining out the light.
Starbright, Starbright,
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Lighting bright the night.
(3 timesquiet but with a build effectedby the increasingnumberof singers. The
chorus is then played 4 times up tempo, leading to:-

To you all will be born a Son
To you all will be born a Son
To you all will be born a Son
And he will be called Jesus

By everyone,

Everyone, everyone, everyone.

(Applauseandthenrepeatthe last 4 up-tempachorusesof Starbrightthroughto the
end).

THE END

32



