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PRODUCTION NOTES

The play is setin the future when teamsof astronautsare gatheredat the great
StarfishSpaceCentrereadyto setoutin searchof somethingvhich will be of
the greatesuseto the humanrace. The Hostintroduceshemandkeepsthe
show rolling with plenty of Audienceparticipationand entertainmenfrom
the wonderful Hernia dancers and the Heavenly Bodies singing group.

Fromtime to time throughouthe play the newsreaderseporton the progressof the
teamsandalsoon world news,particularlyenvironmentatrises. We follow
the progressof the greenteamwho land on a planetwherethey meetsome
aliensaboutto embarkon a missionof their own. They decideto go with
them - and find themselves very surprised by the destination.

The play has an underlying messageabout taking care of the environmentand
plenty of opportunitiesfor action and humour,with over-affectionategiant
spiders,a translationmachinewith a mind of its own, and many otherweird
creatures.

The partsof the Newsreader(sandthe Host havea greatmanywords but most of
these could be read from notes, if desired.

There are eight songs:

The Starfish Centre Prize.
Watch This Space.

Definitely Rather Weird.

The Great Galactic Gallop.
Space to Breathe.

A Great Big Exciting Universe.
Heavenly Bodies.

This Is Our Earth.

Scenel At the Starfish Centre
Scene 2 | nside the spaceship and on an alien planet
Scene 3 In afield somewhereon earth

Scene 4 At the Starfish Centre



CAST
(Number of speeches after each name)

Newsr eader (S)

Gameshow Host

Navigator (24)

Captain (37)

2nd Officer (31)

Crew 1l (18)

Crew 2 (11)

Crew 3 (3)

Crew 4 (3)

Crew5 (2

Computer (4) (could use notes)
Trandation machine (11)
Ground Crew (1)

Alien 1 (21)

Alien 2 (7)

Alien 3 (4)

Captain Jones (7) (quite long speeches)
Captain King (9) (quite long speeches)
Cow 1 (10)

Cow 2 (8)

Cow 3 (7)

Policeman 1 (11)

Policeman 2 (5)

Non-speaking parts:-

Additional ground crew

7 other membersof Blue Team

7 other membersof Red Team

TheHernia Dancers.

The Heavenly Bodies.

[These can be the Hernia dancers again or a different group if required].

Morealiens, singing children and chorus members
as required.
[The chorus could be assorted aliens or planets or even astronauts].



THE STARFISH CENTRE PRIZE
by Liz Stockley

Music by Chris Wilcock

SCENE 1

A CHILD'S voice off singing "TWINKLE, TWINKLE LITTLE STAR",
unaccompaniedyeforethe lights slowly comeup onthe NEWSREADERN
the T.V. Screen whichis in front of SRand raised up as high as possible.
The NEWSREADER speaks over the song to start with.

Child: (off) Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are,
Up above the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky,
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are.

Newsreader: Thereis mountingconcerntonight aboutthe increasein pollution
levels; peopleare being advisedto stay indoors during the hot weatheras
thereis a build up of dangerougumesin all urbanareas. Anothertankerhas
sheda vastoil slick in the North Seaandwildlife expertsfear that this may
wipe out the last remainingcolony of grey seals. Refugeesare still fleeing
from the areaaroundthe cripplednuclearpower stationin Texas. Scientists
sayit is too early to assesshe effectsof the accidentbutit is likely thatthe
areawill haveto be evacuatedor sometime. Thatis the endof the news.
Now we are going over live to our outside broadcastteamin the famous
Starfish SpaceCentre, Florida, where three teamsof astronautsare due to
leaveearthany minutein an attemptto win the richestand mostprestigious
prize the world has ever known - the Starfish Centre Prize!

(Competition Host runs in to lively music and loud applause).

MUSIC No. 1 -THE STARFISH CENTRE PRIZE
[Played as an instrumental INTRO]



Host: Thankyou! Thankyou! Good eveningeveryoneand welcometo this
wonderful building, the world famousStarfishspaceCentre. Tonightis the
start of the competitionheld only onceeveryfive years,in which teamsof
astronautdeaveearthto find somethingn the universewhich will be of the
greatesbenefitto mankind. Overthe yearswinnersof this great prizehave
broughtbackto earthsuchwonderfuldiscoveriesasthe PlutonianRoastbeef
tree, the metal eating pig from Mars which has revolutionisedthe waste
disposalindustry,andlast but notleastof course the amazingdancerdrom
the planet Hernia who will be entertaining you later.

(Applause).

Host: But first, let me introduce you to the three teams of finalists in the
competitionwho will be leaving earthtonight on their mission,full of hope
thattheytoo will changethe pagesof history. First, hereon my right arethe
blueteam! On my left, theredteam! And here,behindme arethe green
team!

(Lots of applausethroughoutthis and thenthe musicstartsimmediatelyfor the first
song).

[Additional singerscould be GROUNDCONTROLCREW. Thedancersfrom HERNIAalso perform
during this song - it needs to be a big production number].

Teams: We're crossing the very last frontier,
We're blasting off far into space,
We want to be first in the whole universe,
We're hoping to win the race.

Chorus: The way may be long and dangerous,
Out in the starry skies,
But we're setting our course for the highest there is,
The Starfish Centre Prize.

Leaving our friends and our families,

They're sad as they watch us go,

But proud of our chance to help mankind advance,
They patiently wait below.



We may face unknown hazards and dangers,
As we travel to alien worlds,

But we won't be afraid as new history's made,
And the hearts of mankind are stirred.

(The HERNIA DANCERSdo their dancebeforethe final chorus. Theneveryone
sings first verseagain and lights comeup onthe GROUND CONTROL
CREW who are sitting in front of their control panelsand doing a handjive
to symboliseusingtheir computers. The ASTRONAUTSmimegettinginto
their capsulesand as the music stops,the countdownstarts - perhapsby
NEWSREADER- and thereis a blackoutat lift off. ASTRONAUT3et
quickly offstageand lights comeup on GROUND CREW cheeringand
shaking hands).

[Another verseand chorus of the song perhapsbefore scenechangesinto the inside of the GREEN
TEAM'S spaceship].

(The CREWare standingin positionsbehindthe CAPTAIN'Schair, the SECOND
OFFICER is on his right, NAVIGATORonN his left, all facing the front, i.e.
looking out over the heads of the audience).

Navigator: O.K., Captain. We're out of orbit now and steady on course.

2nd Officer: Shall I switch to automatic now, Sir?

Captain: Yes. All right, relaxeveryone.Well done. (He standsup andwalksto
the front of the Ship, i.e. stage front, peering outpok. What a view!

Crew 1. Can we still see Earth, Sir?

Captain: No, but can you see that star. Just to the left a bit?

Crew 1. Yes.

Captain: That's our sun. About eleven light years away now.

2nd Officer: Ninety-six million million kilometres.

(They are all silent for a moment).

Crew 1. Quite a thought.

Crew 2: It's hard to believe somehow.

Crew 3: Funny; however many flights you make, you never quite get used to it.
Crew 4. | knew | should have had my boots mended.

Crew 5: Why?

Crew 4. Long walk home.

(Theyall laughandthenall peeroutto theleft, following with their eyessomething
which moves fast past the ship).



Crew 2. What was that?

Navigator: Meteor. You don't often see them that close.

Crew 1: Just as well | should think.

Navigator: Oh you needn'tworry. Thatwasstill a very long way awayfrom us.
There's plenty of room out here.

Crew 3: | wonder how the other teams are getting on.

Captain: | expecttheyaredoingexactlythe sameasus. Watching. Watchingand
wondering.

(Music starts for nextsong. GREEN TEAM sing on stage, BLUE and RED
TEAMSenter, one on eachside of the hall and sing from just in front of
stage).

MUSIC No.2 -WATCH THIS SPACE

Chorus: Silently sailing the seas of the sky,
Marvels and miracles round us fly,
Secrets of heaven before your face,
Come to the window and watch this space.

Verse: What do you see in the black of the night?
What do the meteors pass in their flight?
Systems and galaxies far from the earth,
From people we love and the place of our birth.

Chorus: Silently ....

Verse: What do you see in the cosmos's deeps?
Space has her secrets but many she keeps,
White suns and red dwarfs and black holes that yawn,
Planets and comets which die and are born.

Chorus: Silently ....

Verse: We may have learnt much but we can't pretend
To know what there is at the universe end,
But one thing we're sure of wherever we go,
There are secrets too great for us ever to know.



Chorus: Silently ....

(Then,asthelights fade,the BLUE and RED TEAMS exit, GREENTEAM settle
back into their positions for flight, and curtains close).

SCENE 2
(Child's voice off sings second verse of "TWINKLE, TWINKLE",
unaccompanied

Child: (off) When the blazing sun is gone,
When he nothing shines upon,
Then you show your little light,
Twinkling bravely through the night,
Twinkle when the day has gone,
Twinkle brightly on and on.

(Thescenewhichopensthenis the sameasat theendof SCENE 1 with the CREW
in their "flight positions").

Navigator: Retro-boosters on.

2nd Officer: Decelerating.

Navigator: Height above planet surface two thousand metres.

2nd Officer: Computer has located a suitable landing area.

Navigator: Stand by for landing.

2nd Officer: Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three, two, one.

Navigator: Touch down. Height above planet surface is minus one metre.

Captain: What exactly does that mean?

Navigator: (Lookingoutof window,aboveheadsof Audience). We seemto have
sunk into a bit of a hole, Sir. Nothing to worry about.

Captain: Right. Can we have computercheckson the planet'senvironment,
please.

[The COMPUTER is a robot who can walk and who talks in a slightly electronic voice].

Computer: Datafor unnamedolanetorbiting G type starNGC 5993in the galaxy
M732 is asfollows. Diameterl1,550kilometers,distancefrom NGC 5993
137,40 million kilometers,orbital period308 earthdays. Surfacegravity 10
Newtons,atmosphere’5% nitrogen, 20% oxygen, 5% carbondioxide and
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inert gases. The weatheris sunny today with the possibility of thundery
showerdyy eveningthewind is light but variableandthe pollen countis low.
Have a nice day.

Captain: Just a minute, did you say ....?

Computer: Data now completed. Have a nice day

Captain: Thank you. Well, we'd better decide on our next move.

Computer: Traffic conditions are generally good, but there is a build up of
congestionn the Andromedaregion,dueto a heavycargoship having shed
its load whilst in transit betweenspacestations. It is recommendedhat all
spaceships avoid this area for the moment. Have a nice day.

Captain: What ever is that?

(Thereis a loud bangingnoisewhich seemdo be comingfrom beneaththe floor of
the ship. Everyone looks down, then at each other. The banging continues).

Navigator: No sign of any mechanical reason for it, Sir.
Crew 1. But we are picking up something on the ship's sensors.
Crew 2. Look!

(He movedorward and pointsout of thewindow. Theyall follow and gazeout with
exclamations of amazement).

2nd Officer: Now what on earth are those?

Captain: Well, on earth is something they certainly are not.

Navigator: I've neverseenanythinglike it. | wonderif they'repickingit up onthe
monitors back on earth.

Ground Crew: Yes, yes. We're getting pictures now. How extraordinary!

(Therestof the GROUNDCREWmMmMakeappropriatenoises gazingat their monitor,
andthe musicstartsfor the nextsongwhich couldbe sungin groupsperhaps
- SPACE CREW doingline 1, GROUND CREW line 2, and GREENand
RED teamscould be draftedin for extravolumeif necessary.Thechorusof
ALIENS can come in here to help sing and to do an alien dance).

MUSIC No. 3 -DEFINITELY RATHER WEIRD

Crew: It's definitely rather weird.
It hasn't any hair nor beard,
It doesn't look a lot too tall,
Nor yet particularly small,
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But it's definitely definitely rather weird.
It's definitely something new,

It looks as if there's quite a few,

It's just impossible to see

Exactly what their shape can be,

But it's definitely definitely something new.

It's definitely quite bizarre

We really can't say what they are,
Although they don't appear to be

Too cross that we've arrived for tea,
But it's definitely definitely quite bizarre.

It's definitely a surprise

We really can't believe our eyes,
They seem to know that we are here,
And so we won't go very neatr,

But it's definitely definitely a surprise.

Crew 2: They all seem to be coming out of those holes.
Crew 3. Perhaps they live in them.

(More banging).

Crew 4. Well, if theydo, it's no wonderoneof themis annoyed. We'veprobably
parked on its front door.

Crew 5: Can't we move along a bit?

Navigator: Not that easy.

2nd Officer: Well, we've got to do something to stop that noise.

Navigator: | supposeve couldjust pushit abit. If the atmosphere'all right and
the gravity's not too strong, there shouldn't be much of a problem.

2nd Officer: Right. Open the hatches and prepare for landing party exit.

Crew 1. Everything ready, Sir. Off you go.

(NAVIGATOR, CAPTAIN, CREW 3, 4 and 5 exit. Just after they've gone,
NAVIGATOR re-enters for a moment).

Navigator: Have you put it in neutral?
Crew 2. Yes, Sir.
Navigator: Right, thanks.



(TheremainingCREWall cometo peerand point throughthe window,and during
thefollowing conversationa group of the ALIENSwalk in, unnoticed behind
them and stand in a cluster peering and pointing at them).

2nd Officer: There they are, look. Gravity and atmosphere seem to be O.K.

Crew 1. Funny, though, there's no sign any more of those .... whatever they were.

Crew 2: If we wereright aboutthe holes,thenthey'veprobablygonebackdown
them.

2nd Officer: Oh, look. The Captain's waving.

(Theyall waveback. Behindthem,the ALIENSwavetoo, in a slow and rather
puzzled manner).

Crew 1. It looks as if everything's all right. He's giving a thumbs up.
(Again they all do a thumbs up sign and the ALIENS copy it).

Crew 2: They'reaboutto startpushingthe shipalongabit. Look out, it mightbea
bit bumpy.

(There is more banging and thumping and the movementof the ship can be
indicatedby both CREWMEMBERSand ALIENS swayingviolently first to
one side and then the other a few times. One of the ALIENS loses his
footholdandis throwntowardsthe front of the shipwherehe bumpsinto the
2nd OFFICER who is standing just behind the other 2).

2nd Officer: (Without looking round).l say, steady on!

(He then doesa doubletake of the other 2, still in front of him, and turns slowly
round to seethe ALIEN. The other 2, sensingsomethingturn as well, and
thereis a momentof amazedsilenceas both groupslook at eachother and
the ALIEN moves back to join his fellows).

Crew 1. Oh dear! I think someone must have left the door open.

2nd Officer: All right, everyone. Don't panic.

Crew 2. They don't look unfriendly.

2nd Officer: We'd bettertry communicating. (He lifts onehandin a saluteand
steps forward).Hallo there!

(The ALIENS all lift their hands too).



Aliens. Gobbledegook!

2nd Officer: Well, they seem to have got the right idea. What next?

Crew 1. | believe the usual thing is "Take me to your leader".

2nd Officer: Good idea. Take me to your leader.

Aliens. Gobbledegook, gobbledegook.

Crew 1. What about, "Do you do Bed and Breakfast?".

2nd Officer: No, | don't think so. Umm, | know. We come in peace.

Aliens. Gobbledegook, gobbledegook, gobbledegook.

2nd Officer: No, this isn't getting us anywhere. Let's try that new translation
machine, shall we?

(CREW1 and 2 exit and return with the machinewhich consistsof anotherrobot
with two large funnels,one held in eachhand. The ALIENS and the 2nd
OFFICER smile at each other in an uneasy silence).

Crew 1. Herewe are. We just switch on here,andthenyou standhere,like this.
(He positions 2nd OFFICER on one side of machine,pointing the funnel
towardshim). And if we could getone of these.... er .... gentlemen... or
ladies .... to stand on the other side.

(2nd OFFICER beckongo the front ALIEN who eventuallycomesand standson
the other side of the machine with the other funnel pointing towards him).

Crew 1. Now, if you speakinto here,the machinewill translateandyour message
will come out over there.

2nd Officer: That's amazing.

Crew 1. Yes,it is rather. The machinecanpick up andcategorizecommunication
patterns for any language at all - even if it's never heard it before.

2nd Officer: Really? Well, let'stry it, shallwe? I'll tell themwe don'tmeanany
harm. (He clearshis throat). Greetings.We comefrom the planetEarthand
bring the good wishes of all its inhabitants to you. We are friendly.

(Themachinewhirs and clicks a bit, CREW2 showsthe ALIEN howto put his ear
by the "receiver" [i.e. the funnelwhich acts both as microphoneand speaker] and he
does so0).

Machine: Gobbledegook, gobbledegook.

Alien: Gobbledegook.

Machine: Gobbledegook, gobbledegook, gobbledegook.
2nd Officer: Do you understand?



Machine: Gobbledegook, gobbledegook, gobbledegookgobbledegook.
Gobbledegook.

Alien: Gook?

Machine: Gook?

2nd Officer: What do you think that means?

Crew 1. Difficult to say. It all sounds like gobbledegook to me.

2nd Officer: Mm. Let's try somethingdifferent. What lovely weatheryou're
having here; is it always so nice?

Machine: Gob.

Alien: Gook, gook, gobbledegook, gook gook gook, gobbledegook. Gook.

Machine: And double gook.

2nd Officer: Oh dear, we don't seem to be getting very far.

Crew 1. Oh here comes the captain. He'll know what to do.

(The CAPTAIN and LANDING PARTY enter).

Captain: Ah, | seeyou've metthe natives. How areyou gettingon? Wonderful
machinethat, isn't it? (He walks across and speaksvery loudly into the
machine). Good afternoon! My nameis CaptainClayton. What is your
name?

Machine: Bonjour, je m'appelle Gook gook gobbledegook.

Alien: Gook gook gobbledegook?

Captain: No, no, CaptainClayton. Jem'appelle.... No, that'swrong. Why is this
machine speaking French?

Crew 1. It doesn't seem to be working awfully well, sir.

Crew 2: Shalll try it with a bit of German? Ich heisseCaptainClayton? Wie
heissen Sie? Wo ist der Rathaus?

Machine: What?

Alien: Gook?

Captain: Ohthisis ridiculous,theremustbe somethingvrongwith it. I'll try once
more. Hallo! We comein peacewe havecomein a spaceshi@ll the way
from Earthwhich is the five thousandandninety secondplaneton theleft in
the Milky Way. Can you understand me?

(TheMACHINE goesinto a lot of whirring and clicking, andfinally thereis a long
pause while they all watch it, expectantly).

Machine: Goo.

Alien: Gloo?
Machine: No. Goo.
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Captain: Oh, you stupid machine.
Machine: I'm not telling him that.
Captain: Oh, switch it off. We'll have to think of something else.

(CREW1 and 2 takethe MACHINE out and thenone of the alienscomesforward
holding a stick. He toucheshis own foreheadwith it, and then holdsit up
obviously wanting to touch the CAPTAIN'S forehead with it too).

Captain: Oh dear, do you think it's all right?

2nd Officer: Well, it doesn't seem to have hurt him, sir.

(The CAPTAIN leans forward and the ALIEN touches him with the.stick

Captain: Right. Now what?

Alien: Now you can understand what I'm saying.

Captain: That's amazing. So | can! And can you understand me?
Alien: Of course. It's really quite simple. Allow me.

(He goesround touchingeveryoneelseon the foreheadwith the stick and theyall
immediatelystart shakinghandswith each other, chatteringand laughing.
After a minute,the CAPTAIN holds his handsup to silenceeveryone,and
they eventually quieten down).

Captain: Well, | think we'veall madeour introductionsandon behalfof my crewl
shouldlike to thankyou for your welcome. | shouldexplainthatwe areon a
missionto find somethinganywheren the universewhich will be of the most
benefit to our home planet, Earth.

Alien 1. And what sort of thing exactly are you looking for?

2nd Officer: Well, personally| haveto saythat thatstick you'veusedto makeus
all understand each other would be an awfully useful thing.

Navigator: Therearehundredsof differentlanguage®n our planetandthatwould
save an enormous amount of trouble.

Alien 1. Well, we havemanyof them. Allow meto presenit to you andyourrace
with our best wishes. And now, I'm afraid we must leave you.

Captain: Leavesosoon? But we hadhopedyou might be ableto showusrounda
bit.

Alien 2. We would love to. And perhapsone dayyou will comebackandspend
longer here. But you havearrived just as we were aboutto leaveand I'm
afraid our journey is too important to delay.

Captain: May we ask where you are going?

Alien 2. Let me show you.
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(He leadsthemto the front of stage,the others cluster round, and he points out
acrossthe headsof the Audience. Theyall follow wherehe is pointing with
their eyes).

Alien 2. Do you seethattiny galaxy? Justto theleft abit. There. It lookstiny but
of courseit's actuallyquite a big galaxy,andin it thereis a planetwhichis in
trouble. We are going to try to help.

Navigator: What sort of trouble?

Alien 2. It seemghatsomeof the creaturesvho live therehavebecomeso greedy
that they arekilling off all the othersand spoiling the planetso that before
long nothing at all will be able to exist there and the planet will be destroyed.

2nd Officer: But that's terrible. Will you be able to stop them?

Alien 1: We hopeso. We shalltry, but of coursewe canonly tell themandwho is
to know if they will listen to us. We will use no violence.

Alien 2. Perhapsyou would like to come with us? A different voice from a
different planet may help. Who knows.

Captain: Well, | supposeave could. After all, we'vecompletedour missionnow. |
don't think either of the other teamswill come back with anything more
useful than this stick. What do you all think?

2nd Officer: | say, yes.| can'tbearto think of a planetbeingruinedby thatthat
sort of thoughtlessness.

Navigator: Quite. It's really terrible. | think we shoulddo anythingwe canto
help.

Crew: Yes, yes. We should go. Let's try. Good idea ....

(Music startsfor nextsong. Other TEAMSand GROUND CREWCcould also sing
this if required).

MUSIC No.4 -THE GREAT GALACTIC GALLOP

Crew: The galactic gallop is the dance for me,
You can do it in the morning, you can do it after tea,
You can do it with your family or friends who come to call
You can do it any time or place, it's lots of fun for all.

Chorus: The great galactic gallop,
For exercise the best,
The great galactic gallop,
Forget about the rest,
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Just let your inhibitions go
And join in all the fun,
The great galactic gallop,
It's the only one!

If you're feeling low and really don't know what to do,

You can try a course of tranquillising tea to get you through,
You can go and have some therapy but better far, my dear,
Do the great galactic gallop till your worries disappear.

They are doing it just everywhere across the Milky Way,
Wherever you may travel to, you'll hear the people say:
"Come in and have a cup of tea and then we'll have a ball
With the great galactic gallop which is lots of fun for all.”

Captain: All right. Everyone is agreed. We'll come with you.
Alien 1. Good. Follow us then ....
Navigator: Don't drive too fast, will you?

(Everyone exits. Lights down. A child's voice off could sing the nursery rhyme):

Child: (off) There was an old woman tossed up in a basket,
Seventy times as high as the moon,
Where she was going | couldn't but ask it,
For in her hand she carried a broom.
"Old woman, old woman, old woman," quote I,
"Where are you going to up so high?"
"To sweep the cobwebs out of the sky,"
"May | go with you?" "Aye, bye and bye."

(Lights up on the television screen and newsreader again).

Newsreader: Thereis concerntonight aboutthe build-up of radioactivematerial
aftertestsin Alaska. Governmentepresentativesn Americaandin Europe
are meetingto discussemergencymeasures.Scientistsare still hopefulthat
the world's only two remainingAfrican elephantswho are being keptin a
secretlocation,will breednextyear. This weektheywereintroducedto each
otherandsofar seemto be gettingon very well. Thiswill bethelastchance
to preventthe speciefrom becomingextinct. Ultra violet levelsarereaching
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a new high in the south of England,and people are being advisedto go
outsideasllittle as possible. And now we tale you over oncemoreto the
StarfishCentrein Floridafor a latestupdateon the progressof the teamsin
the great Starfish Centre Prize.

(Competition host runs in to music and applause).

Host: Thankyou! Thankyou! Good eveningonce againandwelcometo the
StarfishCentre. As you will haveheard,all ourteamsof astronautseft earth
safely and are now well into their missions. Tonight we are hoping that it
may actually be possibleto speakto someof themandto find out exactly
how they are getting on. Hallo, this is the Starfish Centrecalling Captain
Jones. Can you hear me, blue team?

(CAPTAIN JONESappearson the televisionscreen,half hiddenby a very large
egg. There are intermittent thudding noises).

Cap. Jones. Yes,| canhearyou StarfishCentre. And | don'tknow if you areable
to seeus on the monitor, but if so you will seethatwe havelandedon this
very beautiful planetand behind us thereis a magnificentsunsetover the
mountains.

Host: And canl askif you think there may be anythingon this beautiful planet
which may be prize-winning material in this wonderful competition?

Cap. Jones. Well perhapsyou canseethis egg. It's far largerthananythingyou
would everfind on earthandyet it is alsofar more nutritious and delicious.
The hugebirds who producethese lay themwhile actually on the wing, and
the noise you can hear is these huge eggs falling on the
ground around us and on the roof of the ship.

Host: Don't they break?

Cap. Jones. No, they haveextremelytoughshells,andit alsoseemghatthe birds
canlay quite a few eachday. Anyway, we hopeto investigatemore closely
tomorrow, but we do feel that the possibilities are tremendous.

Host: Tremendousndeed! Thankyou, CaptainJonesandmaywe all wish you the
bestof luck. Now, | wonderif we canreachCaptainKing of theredteam?
Are you there Captain King?

(CAPTAINJONEShas by now disappearedand CAPTAINKING appears. He is
holding a thick piece of rope).

Cap. King: Yes, here we are. Receiving you loud and clear.
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Host: And how is your mission going so far? Any exciting discoveries yet?

Cap. King: This maylook like anordinarypieceof stringto you backon earth,but
it is in fact a pieceof spider'sweb, andit is strongerby far thanany material
yet manufacturedon earth. Our tests so far indicate that it is actually
unbreakable.

Host: That's amazing!

Cap. King: Yes,itis, isn'tit?

Host: And what about these spiders who produce the material?

Cap. King: Well this may be the only problem,and.... (As he speaksoneor two
large hairy spider'slegs start to stretchacrossthe screenand he becomes
increasinglyagitated).... we haveyet to find a way of communicatingwith
thesecreatures... and.... just a minute..... that'sbetter.... (He disentangles
himselffrom a leg) .... er, they seemquite friendly, but they are ratherlarge
and .... anyway, | think I'd better go now .... and .... er ....

(He disappears from the screen).

Host: Yes, well, good luck with that, CaptainKing. As you can all see,(to
Audience)the explorationof new planetsis not alwayswithout its problems.
Anyway, now we are going to contactour final team, the green team.
Captain Clayton, this is the Starfish Centre, are you receiving me?

Cap. Clayton: Yes, Starfish Centre. We can hear you.

Host: And how are you getting on, green team?

Cap. Clayton: Well, we have beerhavingquite an exciting time here. We have
madecontactwith the inhabitantsof this planetandwe are now ableto join
themon their own missionto rescueanotherplanetwhich is on the brink of
destruction.

Host: And any luck so far with a discovery which might win your team the prize?

Cap. Clayton: Oh, I think so. You seethis stick? This is a remarkablepiece of
technologywhich canenableanyraceor speciedo understandndbe ableto
speak to any other race whatsoever.

Host: A sort of universal translator?

Cap. Clayton: Exactly.

Host: Well, maywe wishyou all thevery bestof luck. Let'sall hopethat you will
be able to save the threatenedplanet and come home safely with your
wonderfultranslatingstick. And nowlet me welcomeonceagainthe Hernia
dancersto round off this evening'sshow. More news from the Starfish
Centre at the same time tomorrow. See you then!

(HERNIA dancerscomein and there is a reprise of MUSIC No. 1 - THE
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STARFISH CENTRE PRIZE. GROUNDCREWandASTRONAUT$ould
be brought in again to sing, possibly the CHORUS to0).

SCENE 3

TheScenas a field somewheren earthandthe ALIEN SPACESHIPhaseitherjust
landed there or is about to land.

(In the darkness a child's voice sings):-

Child: (off)

Sally go round the sun, Sally go round the moon,
Sally go round the chimney pots on a Saturday afternoon.

(CREWS, ALIENS, GROUND CREW enter to sing):-

Chorus:

Chorus:

MUSIC No.5- SPACE TO BREATHE

Such a crowded planet, spinning round its sun,
On this tiny planet is there room for everyone?
Earth and air and water, sunshine, all is free,
But will it last for ever and for eternity?

Such a crowded planet, spinning round in space,
Crowded full of creatures and the human race
Such a tiny planet, what will be its fate?

We must take good care of it before it is too late.

Such a crowded planet, spinning round its sun,
On this tiny planet our lives were all begun,
Mountains, valleys, rivers flowing to the sea,
Will it last for ever and for all eternity?

Such a. ....

(Lights come up very slowly on to a night scenein the field. ALIENS enter
cautiously. Soundof owls hooting, cowslowing. Suddenlythree COWS
enterfrom the othersideandthe ALIENSand the COWSstopdeadand look
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at each other).

Alien 1. Gobbledegook, gobbledegaok
Cow: Moo, moo.
Alien 2. Goo, goo? Gobbledegoo?

(ALIEN 1 takesa translation stick and touchesfirst himselfand the other ALIENS
and then all the COWS with it).

Alien 1. There, that's better.

Cow 1. Haven't you brought a bucket?

Alien 1. A bucket?

Cow 2: A bucket of feed.

Cow 3. The grass isn't what it used to be, you know.

Alien 2. The grass?

Cow 1. Grass.Like you'restandingon. In fact, would you mind just movingyour
foot a bit. There's a juicy patch just there. Thank you.

Alien 2. What's happened to the grass then?

Cow 2: No quality, that'swhat. Like everythingthesedays. | putit downto traffic
pollution myself.

Alien 3. Traffic?

Cow 3. Cars. Thoseterribletin canthingson wheels. Make aterrible smellandit
hangs around all over the grass.

Alien 3. So these "cars" are responsible for all the problems on your planet?

Cow 2. Well, that's what | say, yes.

Alien 1. Canyoutakeusto meetthem? We maybeableto helpfind theanswerto
all your trouble with the grass.

Cow 1. (Thoughtfully). | don't think they talk.

Cow 2. No, | don't think they do.

Cow 3. What you need is a human.

Alien 1. A human?

Cow 1. One of those funny little things with two legs.

Cow 2. And big heads with fur on the top.

Cow 3: You don't see them out a lot.

Cow 1. They live in those big box things.

Cow 2. When they come out they move about in cars.

Cow 3. Can't think what they do all the time really.

Cow 1: No use for much.

Cow 2. Except buckets.

Cow 3. Yes, buckets. Didn't you bring any buckets?
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Alien 2. No, I'm sorry, we didn't. But we'll go and look for one if you like.
Alien 3: And see if we can find any of these humans.

(ALIENS exit, COWS graze and lights come up on NEWSREADER).

Newsreader: We interruptthis programmeo bring you a newsflash. Authorities
haveadmittedthatthe rumoursthatanalienspaceshifaslandedin the south
of Englandaretrue. Forthe momentthe exactlocationis beingkepta secret,
but police say that the situationis completelyundercontrol and thereis no
needfor panic. As soonaswe have more detailswe will of coursebring
them to you. Stay tuned.

(Lights fade on NEWSREADERthere is the soundof police sirens,flashing blue
lights etc., and thenthe lights comeup onthe field where ALIENScomein
pursued by two local POLICEMEN).

Police 1. Right. | want you to stand exactly where you are and not move. Got it?

Police 2: | don't think they understand you, sir.

Police 1. Oh, they've got the idea all right. They're not moving look.

Police 2: | don't think they seem unfriendly though.

Police 1. Oneof thefirst thingsyou learnin this job, lad, is nevertrustanyoneor
anything. We'll just keepthem heretill reinforcementsarrive. Standwell
back.

Alien 1. Gobbledegook?

Police 1. None of that, now. Just you keep quiet ....

Police 2: | think he's trying to talk to us, sir.

Alien 1. Gobbledegook, gobbledegook!

Police 1. No, | don'tlike histoneatall. Justyou be quiet! And you canput that
down straightaway.

(The ALIEN toucheshimselfand the other ALIENSwith the stick and attemptsto
touch the POLICEMEN with it).

Police 1. Ohno,youdon't. Makeanoteof that,lad. Attemptedto assaulta police
officer.

Police 2: | don't think it was ....

Police 1. Who'sthe seniorofficer here? Who'sgottentimesasmuchexperiences
you? Right, enoughsaid. Attemptedassault. Write it down. | can'tthink
where those reinforcements are.
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(There is a loud noise as of SPACESHIP landing, and then a squeal of brakes).
Police 1. Whatever was that?
(The CAPTAIN and CREW of green team run in)

Navigator: Oh, hereyou all are. We lost you after you turnedleft at The Great
Bear.

Alien 1. We'revery pleasedo seeyou. We don'tseemto havemet with a very
friendly welcome.

Navigator: But whatareyou doinghere? This is Earth;this isn't whereyou were
going.

Alien 1. Oh, butitis. There's no question about that.

Police 1. Justa minute, just a minute. I'm afraid | shall haveto askyou your
businesssir. You seel could chargeyou with obstructinga police officer in
the course of his duty.

Captain: What are you talking about?

Alien 3: I'm afraid they won't let us use the translatorwith them. They can't
understand anything we're saying.

2nd Officer: It's all right, officer. Thesepeoplearefriendsof oursandthey mean
no harm.

Crew 1. Justlet him tap you on the headwith that stick, and you'll be able to
understand their language.

Police 1. I'm afraid | must ask you if you have been drinking, sir.

Crew 1. No, of course, not. We've been driving a spaceship.

Police 1. Oh,dear. Drunkin chargeof a spaceship.Make a noteof that,will you.
I'm afraid that's rather a serious offence.

Captain: Look, thisis hopeless. Thesevisitors shouldbe treatedwith the proper
respect.

Alien 3: We do have an important message for this planet.

(The COWS, who have been grazing nearby, have wandered over).

Cow 1. It's a message about grass and cars.

Cow 2: And buckets.

Cow 3. You ought to listen.

Police 2: | don't believe it. Are those cows talking to you?

Navigator: They are. And we can talk to them too.

Police 1: All right, sir. Would you mind just blowing into this bag?

Crew 2: Watch. I'll askherto do somethingor me. Excuseme,do you think you
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could just bring me that gentleman's hat, please?
Cow 1. Hat?
Crew 2. That thing on his head. It's a sort of bucket really.
Cow 1. Bucket, you say. Oh yes. Right.

(She removes the OFFICER'S hat and gives it to CREW 2).

Police 1. Qy, you, getoff! | justdon'tbelieveit. I'm gettingout of here. Thisis
no job for the police. Come on!

2nd Officer: There are many things in the universethat we haveto learn to
understand, officer. These people will tell us about them.

Captain: Listen.

(Music starts for next song).
MUSIC No.6- A GREAT BIG EXCITING UNIVERSE

It's a great big exciting universe,

It's a great big exciting space,

It's so big and so truly wonderful,
Expanding at a quite amazing pace,
We've seen planets, quasars, asteroids,
Red dwarfs and white ones as well,
Things so amazing and extraordinary

You never would believe the things we tell
It's a great big exciting universe,

It's a great big exciting space.

It's a great big exciting universe,

It's a tapestry made of stars,

Full of strange-sounding places far away,
Andromeda and Jupiter and Mars,

We've seen black holes, white holes, meteors,
Stars that go shooting in the night,

Things so amazing and extraordinary,

You'd think that we had problems with our sight.
It's a great big exciting universe,

It's a great big exciting space.

Repeat Verse 1l

20



Navigator: So it really is the Earth you meant to come to?

Alien 1. Oh yes, there is no doubt about it. And this Earth is your planet?

Navigator: Yes, this is our home.

Alien 1. But you seemlike reasonabldeings. How could you havetreatedyour
home so badly?

Navigator: | don't think we realised we were.

2nd Officer: May | suggesthatwe all go overto the StarfishCentre. It seemgo
me that you need to give your message to someone more important than L

Alien 2. Good idea. How do we get there?

2nd Officer: You follow us this time. Don't miss the left turn at the coastof
America.

Cow 1. Do you think you could bring some buckets when you come back?

Alien 3: | hope we can bring you something better than buckets.

Captain: Yes. Clean grass for ever!

(They all exit, leaving the cows gazing upwards as there is the sound of the
spaceshipsevvingup andleaving. COWSexit too andthereis a soundof a
CHILD'S voice off again) :-

Child: (off) Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle,
The cow jumped over the moon,
The little dog laughed to see such fun,
And the dish ran away with the spoon.

(The HERNIA DANCERS enter to sing the next song).

MUSIC No. 7 - HEAVENLY BODIES

(Thisis a 4 chord 60's stylenumberwith a backgroundchorusof Shuwadeboptc.
It would be nice sungby a glamorousall girl groupdressedn 60'sgear, in
close harmony).

Heavenly bodies,

Drifting round in space,
Heavenly bodies,

Move at quite a pace.

Each fiery comet in the night,
Each shooting star you see,

Will fill your heart with happiness
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'Cos it's so heavenly,
Heavenly bodies.

Heavenly bodies,

The beauty out in space,
Heavenly bodies,

Amaze the human race.

Each planet dancing round its sun,
The moon whose light we see,
Will fill your heart with happiness
'Cos it's so heavenly,

Heavenly bodies.

Heavenly bodies,

Their orbits come and go,
Heavenly bodies,

A celestial movie show,

Go out and look into the sky,
The beauty's all for free

Your heart will fill with happiness
'Cos it's so heavenly,

Heavenly bodies.

SCENE 4
(Lights go up on the NEWSREADER).

Newsreader: And thatis the endof the newsfor this evening. We will of course
bring you the latestupdateson the smog situation as soonas we can, but
meanwhilewe mustrepeatthe advicegivento peoplein built up areago stay
indoorsif possible. And now, on alighter note,we aretaking you overonce
againto the wonderful StarfishCentrein Floridafor the final judging of the
great Starfish Centre Prize!

(HOST runs in, Music (THE STARFISH CENTRE PRIZE) and applause,and

lights comeup to reveal we are at the Starfish Centre again. GROUND
CREW are in their places and all three TEAMS are there).

22



Host: Goodeveningandwelcometo you all! It's marvellousto seesucha great
andenthusiasti@udiencéheretonight. And | know t's goingto beafantastic
eveningso sit back and enjoy yourselves. As you will by now know, our
threeteamsof astronautsare safely back on earth,and from what I've been
hearing,they'veall had a fantastictime. Sofirst of all let'stalk to the Blue
Team, led by Captain Jones.

(The BLUE TEAM run in to centre stage, to applause and music).

Host: Well now, CaptainJones. The last time | spoketo you, you were very
excited - or shouldl sayeggcited (Triesto elicit laughfrom Audience!). So
haveyou broughtoneof the gianteggsbackfor us,or did you find something
even better?

Cap. Jones. Can | ask you to just taste this?

(Oneof the TEAM MEMBERSpassediim a jam jar and spoonand he offerssome
to the HOST who tries it and makes appreciative noises).

Cap. Jones. What do you think?

Host: Absolutelydelicious. | cansafelysaythatthis is the very verybestpeanut
butter | have ever tasted. That's quite a find, Captain Jones.

Cap. Jones. Ah, but that's only part of it. You see this box?

(TEAM MEMBERS hand him a box. A buzzing noise can be heard in it).

Cap. Jones: In this box is a bee; no ordinary bee though.

Host: You mean it's a peanut butter bee?

Cap. Jones. Indeedit is. Butthat'sonly if it feedson nectarfrom peanutflowers.
Feedit on strawberryflowersandit makesstrawberryjam. Feedit onorange
flowers and it will make marmalade.

Host: Really? Well, thatis a remarkablediscoveryandwill no doubtbe of great
benefitto all thosesandwicheatingpeopleof the Earth. I'm surewe'dall like
to congratulate the Blue Team, so let's hear it for the Blue Team!

(Applause. TheBLUE TEAM moveback,and RED TEAM cometo centrestageto
applause and music).

Host: Welcome,CaptainKing andthe Red Team. Now, CaptainKing, lasttime |

sawyou youwerespinningayarn (laugh!) aboutspiderswebs. How did you
get on with that in the end?
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Cap. King: I'm afraidwe hadto give thatup. Thespiderswerejusttoo friendly. It
Isn't easyto dealwith a buffalo-sizedspiderthat wantsto cuddleyou all the
time.

Host: No, | can quite see that.

Cap. King: Sowe movedon andfoundsomethingelsewhich will bewelcomedas
a life-saver by cooks everywhere.

Host: Something else to eat?

Cap. King: No. Look at this.

(TEAM members hold up a small freezer).

Cap. King: It's afreezerthatcantravelin time. How often haveyou beenout for
the day andcomehometo find you'd forgottento take the joint out of the
freezer? With this, all you'll needto do is to sendyour freezerbacktwelve
hoursin time, takeyour joint out, andreturnit to the present- all de-frosted
and ready to cook!

Host: My word! Isn't that wonderful!

Cap. King: And thereareotherpossibilities. If there'sa powercut, you sendyour
freezer back to before it started, rescue your food and return to the present.

Host: Brilliant! Well, thankyouto CaptainKing andthe RedTeam. Canwe have
a big round of applause for the Red Team and their time-travelling freezer!

(Applauseandmusic. RED TEAM movebackand GREENTEAM comein to centre
stage).

Host: Now, it's goodto seeyou back,CaptainClayton. I've beenlooking forward
to seeing this wonderful translation stick.

Captain: The translationstick is only part of what we found. Our discoveryis
something quite different and extremely important.

Host: Tell us about it.

Captain: Firstlet me introducethe friendswe metwho havecomebackwith us.
As | told you, theyweregoingon a missionto rescuea planeton the brink of
destruction. We went with them, and that planet turned out to be .... Earth!

Host: Earth?

Captain: Yes. It seemghattime is runningout for the Earth. As we all know,
pollution hasbecomea seriousproblemherebut thesepeoplewho are way
aheadf usin theirtechnology havecometo warnusandto showuswaysof
stopping it.

Host: In fact you're saying that we must listen or our planet will die.

Captain: That's right. But we can save it if we all make a real effort.
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Host: Well, an importantmessageghen. And a messagevhich none of us can
afford to ignore. And | believeyou are hopingto organisea conferenceof
world leaders next week to meet your friends and discuss the way forward.

Captain: That's right

Host: Thankyou, CaptainClaytonandthe GreenTeam. A vital messagéor usall.
Let's hear it for the Green Team!

(Applause and music. GREEN TEAM move back).

Host: And nowfor thereally exciting bit. Thisis your chanceo vote for theteam
you think shouldwin the greatStarfishCentrePrize. In front of you, you will
seethreebuttons; I'm goingto askyou to pressthe buttonfor the colourteam
of your choice. Sofirst, all thosefor CaptainJonesandthe Blue Team -
press the blue button now!

(Some sort of electronic noise perhaps).

Host: And now, everyonefor CaptainKing andthe Red Team - pressthe red
buttonnow! And finally, if you'dlike CaptainClaytonandthe GreenTeam
towin - pressthegreenbuttonnow! Yes,yes,andwe haveascorecoming
up now. Could we have the results now please?

(The COMPUTER enters and reads the scores).

Computer: The resultsof the voting in the StarfishCentrePrize are as follows.
Forthe RedTeam - ninety million, sevenhundredthousandand sixty-four
votes! FortheBlue Team - seventy-onemillion andtwo! Forthe Green
Team - eighthundredmillion, fifteen thousandandforty-six! Havea nice
day!

Host: Sotherewe haveit. GreenTeamwith theiramazingmessagédor the Earth,
arethe runawaywinnersof this tremendougompetition. | know you'll agree
with me that it's beena wonderful event. Thanksand congratulationso
everyone involved!

(Music starts for next song. ENTIRE CAST enters for this finale number).

MUSIC No.8 -THIS IS OUR EARTH

(The words in brackets to be sung by a second group)

25



This is our earth, (What are we doing?)
This is the planet that we love,

This is our earth, (Can you believe it?)
We ought to thank the stars above,

For sending us this warning,

And we promise that we'll try (We will try)

To do what we can, (What we can)

To do what we can

And proudly say, (Proudly say)

This is our earth.

The earth is dying (We have to save it)
This is the planet where we live,

It's not too late, (We still can save it)

We've got our time and care to give,
So listen to the warning
And we promise that we'll try (We will try)

To do what we can, (To do what we can)
To do what we can,
And proudly say (Proudly say)

This is our earth.

(At endof song,lights dim and comeup onthe NEWSREADER As he readsthis,
the CHILDREN'S voices come in with a verseT®V/INKLE" again).

Speaker: It is eveningnow in Florida and the sunis settinglow on the horizon
overthe StarfishCentre. It is truly a mostglorioussight,the sky is pink and
orange streakedwith clouds,anda palemoonis rising throughit all. May
we wish you all a very good night.

Children: (off) Then the traveller in the dark
Thanks you for your little spark
He could not tell where to go,
If you did not twinkle so,
Twinkle twinkle, little star,
How | wonder what you are.

(A verse / reprise off HIS IS OUR EARTH as finale).

THE END
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