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CAST - in order of appearance

KELLY Intelligent with a strong personality. She must be able to do
Mysteria and Fortuna's circus act.

DEAN Kelly's younger brother so he must look younger and smaller than
her.

PAUL }
SARAH } Kelly's friends.

MUM She loves her children but is harassed and overworked.

SHADOWS Any number of boys and girls. Shadows 1,2,3 and 4 speak solo.
Shadow 4 must be a girl.

QUEEN of DARKNESS An out and out baddy!

M. ZORRO A flamboyant gipsy circus ringmaster. If boy numbers are limited
he could be Madame Zara.

MYSTERIA } Two gipsy circus performers. Male or female. They must be able
FORTUNA } to plate spin, juggle, do acrobatics or some other circus type act.

DREAM MAKER A magical, mysterious figure. Male or female.
DREAM QUEEN }

PRINCESS } Typical story book type characters.
PRINCE }

3WITCHES  Typical ugly old hags.

MAYOR Can be male or female.

VILLAGERS Any number of boys and girls.






TROUBLE WITH BROTHER

by Andra Bishop

SCENE 1 The House.

Curtains open. DEAN is cutting out paper soldiersin middle of stage. Enter
KELLY, SARAH and PAUL from the back of the auditorium.

Sarah: Have you asked your mum yet Kelly?

Kelly: Not yet.

Paul: But the disco's tonight.

Sarah: You're leaving it a bit late aren't you?

Kelly: It's sodifficult to talk to mum. She'sso busy. She'seitherout at work or
rushing around doing the housework.

Sarah: You'd better ask her as soon as you get in.

Paul: We'll call for you.

Kelly: Okay. (SARAHandPAUL exithavingnevergoton stage. KELLY goesup
on to stage)

Kelly: (shouting) Hello mum, I'm home.

Dean: Hello Kelly.

Kelly: Shut up maggot.

Mum: (offstage) I'm just making a cake Kelly. Did you have a good day at
school?

Kdly: It was okay. Mum, I've got to ask yaomething. (MUM enters)

Mum: Not now Kelly, I'm busy. I've only just got backfrom the shops. Canyou
run a duster round for me?

Kély: (points at DEAN)Why can't HE do anything?

Mum: Becausd askedyou. Now don'targue. Geton with it while | putthe cake
in the oven. (MUM exits)

Kely: (to DEAN) You lazy slug.

Dean: Leave me alone. Get on with the dusting like mum told you.

Kely: What have you got there?

Dean: I'm cutting out paper soldiers.

Kely: (picksup paper) That'smy history essay! You rottenlittle toad,you'vecut
up my history essay. Mr. Lawrencewill kill me! (KELLY starts hitting
DEAN)

Dean: MUM! MUM!

Kely: | oughtto Kkill you. You're nothing but trouble | wish you'd neverbeen
born. (Thelightsgoout. Astheycomeup againsomeSHADOW Sppearon



one side of the stage. MUM enters opposite)

Mum: What on earth is going on?

Dean: (runs to mum)Mum, Kelly keeps hitting me.

Mum: Kelly, how many times do | have to tell you to leave your brother alone.

Kelly: He cut up my history essay, then the lights went out for a second.

Mum: Oh no, | suppose that means I"ll have to put a new bulb in.

Kelly: What about my essay?

Dean: Who cares about your stupid essay?

Mum: Thatwasvery naughtyof you Dean. Clearup the piecesand put themin
the bin. I'll have to write to your school Kelly and tell them what happened.

Kelly: Oh great. It took me two hoursto write that. | wish Deanwould just
disappear. (Lights go out. Whenthey go up again a secondgroup of
shadowshas appeared. As before MUM, KELLY and DEAN do not see
them)

Mum: Ohdear. | hopethatbulb doesn'go until tomorrow. | don'tthink we'vegot
any spare bulbs left.

Dean: | wish YOU'D just disappear.Nag, hag, nag. Shehasn'tevenstartedthe
dusting mum.

Kelly: Blabbermouth! Tell tale tit!

Mum: Will you two stop bickering? Now | cansmell somethingburning. (She
goes to exit)

Kely: Mum.

Mum: What now?

Kelly: Paul and Sarah are going to the school Disco tonight. Can | go too?

Mum: Oh Kelly, you shouldhavesaid aboutit earlier. I've beenaskedto work
tonight. | need you to babysit Dean.

Dean: | don't want Kelly babysitting me.

Kely: | wishl really COULD sit onyou BABY. I'd squasthyou flat andthenyou
wouldn't be able to mess up my life any more.

Mum: I'm sorryKelly butthe Discois out of the question. (Shesniffs) Something
IS burning. (MUM rushesoff. Enter PAUL and SARAHfrom auditorium.
They come up onto stage and knock on "door". KELLY goes to answer)

Paul: Hello Kelly. Hey, you're still in your uniform.

Sarah: Hurry up and change or we'll be late for the Disco.

Dean: She can't go. She has to stay here and look after me.

Paul: Oh Kelly, what a shame.

Sarah: Brotherscanbearealpainin thebackside. (DEAN sticksout his tongueat
them)

Kely: | hatehim. He'scutup my history essayhe neverhelpsaroundthe house,
andnow he'sstoppingme from goingto the Disco. | wish | couldfind away
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to getrid of him. (Lightsgo out. Whentheycomeup againa third group of
SHADOWS has appeared)
Paul: What was that?
Dean: The lights keep going on and off every time SHE'S nasty to me.
Sarah: We're sorry you can'tsomeKelly. We'll tell you all aboutit at school

tomorrow.
Paul: Bye. (PAUL and SARAHexitthroughauditorium. MUM enterswith coat
on)

Mum: I"m off now. There'ssomecakein thekitchenfor you, it's only a bit burnt
roundthe edges. I'll bring somefish and chipsbackwith me tonight. Now
you two, DON'T fight and DON'T argue. Sinceyou fatherleft usl've gotto
go to work andit doesn'thelpif I'm worrying all the time aboutwhatyou're
up to at home.

Kely: We'll be all right so long as HE behaves.

Dean: We'll be all right so long as SHE leaves me alone.

Mum: Goandgetyourselvessomecake,watchthetelly andl'll bebackassoonas
| can. (MUM exits through auditorium)

Kelly: Come on then and I"ll cut you a slice.

Dean: A BIG slice. You alwaysgive yourselfthe biggest. Cut ME the biggestthis
time. (KELLY and DEANexit. The SHADOWS move downstage)

1st Shadow: She said she wished he'd never been born. She wished he'd

disappear.

2nd Shadow: Yes, shedefinitely wantsto getrid of him. Shethinks he'sa real
pain.

3rd Shadow: We'rethe Shadowsof Despair. We're only summonedoy people
who hate.

1st Shadow: We can grant her dearest wish and take her brother away.

2nd Shadow: So far she'swishedto getrid of him threetimes. Sheonly hasto
wish once more.

3rd Shadow: She has to wish it FOUR times because that is our magic law.

Ist Shadow: And thenthe Queenof Darknesswill cometo spirit the brotheraway
for ever.

2nd Shadow: If the girl wishesto savethe boy she'sgoingto haveto be careful
what she says.

3rd Shadow: Hushmy companions| hearthe brotherandsisterreturning. Let us
returnto the shadowsandlistencloselyto whatis said. (SHADOWSjo back
to their original places. DEAN and KELLY enter)

Dean: See, | told you you always have the biggest bit.

Kely: That's because | AM the biggest.

Dean: You'll getfat andthenthere'sno pointin you evergoingto a Discobecause
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no one will want to dance with a fatty.

Kelly: Oh shutup Dean. We shouldbe nice to eachotherfor mum'ssake. You
watchthetelly. 1"m goingto reada book. (KELLY sitsdownandopensa
book. DEANwatchesTV. He yawns,stretchesgetsup , walksroundbored.
He picks up a water pistol. Looks at it. Looks at KELLY)

1st Shadows. Yes, yes, go on.

2nd Shadows. Make her angry little boy.

3rd Shadows: The Queenof Darknessis coming for you. (DEAN creepsup
behind KELLY. He fires the water pistol. KELLY leaps up)

Kelly: You little pig!

Dean: Ha ha, you do look funny. The water's dripping down your ear!

Kelly: | hateyou. | really wish we could getrid of you. | wish someonewnould
comeandtakeyouaway. (Lightsgooutagain. Whentheycomeon QUEEN
OF DARKNESS enters)Vho are you?

Qu. Dark: I'm the oneyou just calledfor my dear. You wishedsomeonewvould
come and take your brother away. Well, | have come.

Dean: (hiding behind KELLY)I"m frightened Kelly.

Kelly: Get out of this house. We've got nothing worth stealing.

Qu. Dark: Oh butyou havemy dear. (ShegrabsDEAN by the ear) You have
this little boy. It just so happens | collect children.

Kelly: You can't take my brother.

Qu. Dark: Ohyes|can. You asked me to. FOUR times.

1st Shadows:. | wish he'd never been born, you said.

2nd Shadows: | wish he'd just disappear, you said.

3rd Shadows: | wish | could think of a way to get rid of him, you said.

Qu. Dark: | wish someonewnould comeandjust take him away, you said. You
have summonedhe Queenof Darknessand her Shadowsof Despair. We
will relieve you of your burden. SHADOWS surround DEAN)

Kelly: But I didn't really mean it. | never really expected anyone to take him.

Qu. Dark: You shouldn't have said it if you didn't mean it.

1st Shadows. Now it's said.

2nd Shadows: Now it's done.

3rd Shadows: Now it's too late.

Qu. Dark: Farewellmy dear. You shouldthank us. Your brotherwill never
annoy you again.

Dean: Kelly, Kelly, HELP! (QUEEN exits. SHADOWSpushand pull DEAN
after her. KELLY runs after them)

Kelly: Comeback,comeback. (Shere-enters) They'vejust disappeared'Oh no,
what will mum say? She'll kil me! (Enter SARAHand PAUL from
auditoriumsinging and dancingto a Disco song. Theygo up onstageand
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knock on "door")

Sarah: Hello Kelly. We felt sorry for you missing out on the Disco.

Paul: So we decided to come over and keep you company.

Sarah: What's the matter Kelly? You look like you've seen a ghost.

Paul: And where's that grotty brother of yours?

Kelly: Gone.

Sarah: What? Did your mum take him to work with her?

Paul: In that case you can come to the Disco with us.

Kelly: He's been taken by the Queen of Darkness and her Shadows of Despair.

Sarah: Come again?

Paul: Have you been at your mum's sherry?

Kelly: It's all my fault, I kept wishing him goneand now he'sreally beentaken
away.

Sarah: Do you mean someone's kidnapped him?

Paul: They'll soon give him back; he's such a little toad.

Kelly: I've got to find him and bring him back home.

Sarah: We'll come with you.

Paul: Where will you look?

Kelly: I don't know. They were really weird people.

Sarah: What about the circus?

Paul: Yes,there'sacircusin (the name of your town) thisweek. Therearesome
pretty unusual people there.

Sarah: Let's get going then.

Kely: You don't have to come. It could be dangerous.

Paul: We'reyour friendsaren'twe? Comeon. (KELLY,SARAHand PAUL exit
through auditorium)

SCENE 2 Outside the Circus Big Top.
(Enter MONSIEUR ZORRO)

Zorro: Roll up, roll up to the greatestittle circusin theworld. MonsieurZorro's
circus. MonsieurZorro atyou serviceladiesandgentlemen.If you crossmy
palm with a few poundcoins I'll tell your fortune from the lines on your
hand. Crossmy palm with fivers andl'll readthe crystalball for you. No?
Nobody interested?It's the sameall over the country. No one believesin
fortunetellersany more. Well, | believein it andl think I'll havea look into
my own future. (He brings a crystal ball out from beneathhis cloak and
looks into it) Crystal ball let me see

What will my future be?
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AAAAH! TREACHERY! My two starperformers, Mysteriaand Fortuna,
are planningto desertme. We'll seeaboutthat. I'll fix them. (shoutsoff)
Mysteria, Fortuna, come herdEnter MYSTERIA and FORTUNA)

Mysteria: What do you want Monsieur Zorro?

Zorro: How may tickets have we sold for tonight's performance?

Fortuna: Ten. Nobody wants to come to the circus any more.

Mysteria: We think you should call it a day. Sell up.

Zorro: Sellup? Sellup? This circushasbeenin my family for generations.l will

NEVER sell it.
Fortuna: Well, we're really fed up Monsieur Zorro. We haven'tbeenpaid in
months.

Mysteria: It's no fun doing our act to empty seats.

Fortuna: We wantto leavethe circus. Give usthe moneyyou owe us andwe're
off.

Zorro: Ohno my dears. The crystalball warnedme of your treachery. Do you
believe in the gipsy curse?

Mysteria: Of course, we're gipsies ourselves.

Zorro: Thenlistencarefullyto whatl say. If youleavemebadfortunewill follow
you whereveryou go. | will put a curseon you from which you cannever
escape.

Fortuna: Is there no way we can change your mind?

Zorro: Only oneway. You canleaveif you canfind someonavho cando your act
as well as you. Only then will | free you.

Mysteria: Where will we find someone who can take our place?

Zorro: | doubtyou everwill my dears. You will be my prisonersfor ever.
(ZORRO exits, laughing evilly)

Fortuna: Wicked old ratbag.

Mysteria: There's no escape for us. He really will curse us if we try to leave him.

Fortuna: Why can'theunderstangbeopledon'tfind circusesnterestingany more.
(Enter KELLY, PAUL and SARAH)

Paul: Hello.

Mysteria: If you've come for tonight's performanceit doesn'tstart for another
hour.

Sarah: Are you circus performers?

Fortuna: Yes.

Paul: What's your act?

Mysteria: We areplate spinners. (NB they could be jugglers,acrobats, or any
other skill the actors have)

Kelly: Platespinners! I've alwaysthoughtthat wasreally clever. Canyou show
us?



Fortuna: | don'tseewhy not. (MYSTERIAandFORTUNAdemonstrate KELLY,
PAUL and SARAH applaud)

Mysteria: (to FORTUNA)Maybewe could usethesethreeto helpusescape. (to
KELLY, PAUL and SARAH)Vhy don't you have a go?

Sarah: Can we? (SARAH has a go. She can't do it)

Fortuna: (to PAUL) You try it.

Paul: I'll be useless.(PAUL has a go. He can't do it)

Mysteria: (to KELLY) What about you?

Kely: | can'tdoit. We'rewastingtime. We'relooking for my brother.Haveyou
seen him?

Fortuna: We might have. You haveago atthisfirst thenwe'll tell you. (KELLY
has a go. She candoit. EVERYONE applauds)

Sarah: That's brilliant Kelly.

Paul: I didn't know you could plate spin.

Kelly: Neitherdidl. But whataboutmy brother? (MYSTERIAandFORTUNAgo
downstage to whisper)

Mysteria: I'll get MonsieurZorro here. You trick her friendsinto coming with
you. (MYSTERIA exits)

Fortuna: You said you were looking for your brother?

Kelly: That's right. Have you seen him?

Fortuna: There'sayoungboy cometo staywith the strongman. Let metakeyour
friends to seeif he is your brother. You stay here. Mysteriais fetching
someone who would like to see your skills.

Sarah: ComeonthenPaul,we'll just seeif Dean'shere. We'll bebackin a minute
Kelly. (FORTUNAIleads SARAHand PAUL off. MYSTERIAand ZORRO
enter)

Mysteria: Here she is.

Zorro: Only one to replace two of you?

Mysteria: ShowMonsieurZorro whatyou cando. (KELLY showsoff her plate
spinning or other skill) She's very good isn't she?

Zorro: (walking all round her)She has talent, yes.

Mysteria: I'll be off thenMonsieurZorro. Forgetthe moneyyou owe us. Bye.
(MYSTERIA backs away then runs off)

Zorro: So my dear, you are to be my new circus star.

Kely: What?

Zorro: We'll give you star billing. You shall travel all over the country with me.

Kely: No way. I'm not staying with you. I've got to find my brother.

Zorro: You get star billing, even above the elephant! You have taken on
Mysteria'sandFortuna'sact.  They haveleft you herein their place. (He
whipsa ropearoundKELLY andtiesherup) And in caseyou haveanysilly
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ideas about running away, this will keep you.

Kelly: Let me go!

Zorro: Whenyou havedecidedto work for me | will untieyou. I'll leaveyou to
think aboutit. (ZORROexits. KELLY strugglesin theropes. Enter SARAH
and PAUL, running)

Paul: Kelly! What happened to you?

Kelly: There'sabattyman whothinksI'm goingto takepartin his circus. Did you
find Dean?

Sarah: Fortunadidn'ttakeusto anyboy. Shetook usto acaravanjockedthedoor
on us and ran away.

Kelly: Mysteria said | was taking her place in the circus.

Paul: Well we've been well and truly conned.

Kelly: Untie me quick before that awful man comes back.

Sarah: You wait till I get my hands on Mysteria and Fortuna.

Paul: Where do we go now?

Kelly: | don'tknow but asfar awayfrom hereaspossible. (SARAHKELLY and
PAUL run off)

SCENE 3 Castle of Darkness.

(Enter QUEEN OF DARKNESS, DEAN and SHADOWS)
Dean: Let me go. | want to go home.
Qu. Dark: Nonsense. Nobody wants you at home, but we want you here.
Dean: My mum wants me, and Kelly wants me too when I'm not being naughty.
Qu. Dark: Stay with us Dean. Join my Shadows of Despair.
1st Shadows. We were children once.
2nd Shadows: But our families got fed up with our naughtiness.
3rd Shadows: So the Queen of Darkness took us and now we serve her.
Qu. Dark: You canbe asnaughtyasyou like here. | positively ENCOURAGE
naughtiness, especially if it hurts others.
Dean: | don't want to hurt people.
1st Shadows:. It's fun being wicked.
2nd Shadows:. And spiteful.
3rd Shadows: And cruel.
Qu. Dark: (picksup adrink) You mustbethirsty Dean. Haveadrink. (DEAN
takes glass and drinks)  Drink little boy, drink your fill.
| promise it won't make you ill.
Let goodness seep out from your mind
So you no longer want to be kind.
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Forget your sister, forget your mother

And turn your affections to we others.

Your home is now in my dark lair

As you join my Shadows of Despair.

(DEAN gives empty glass to QUEEN. He kicks a SHADOW)

Shadow 1: OW!

Qu. Dark: Good, good. Did you enjoy that Dean? (DEAN pushesa second
SHADOW over)

Shadow 2: OW!

Qu. Dark: Betterandbetter. Takehim awaymy Shadows.He is growing darker
and darker. (DEAN trips up a third SHADOW)

Shadow 3: OW! (SHADOWS take DEAN out)

Qu. Dark: Let his sistercomeseekinghim. Soonhewill not evenrecogniseher.
But why be botheredwith atroublesomagirl? | shalldealwith herright now.
(calls stage right)Dream Maker, come to me(DREAM MAKER enters)

Dream Maker: You summoned me oh Queen of Darkness?

Qu. Dark: | did indeedDreamMaker. | havea taskfor you. | amaboutto add
anotherchild to my Shadowsbut his sisteris trying to stopme. | wantyouto
prevent her coming here.

Dream Maker: Thereis no problemwith that. | will makeherdreamscometrue.
Then she will forget all about her brother.

Qu. Dark: Do itthen. Do not fail me.(QUEEN exits)

SCENE 4 The Palace of Dreams.

Dream Maker: Whatdoeseverygirl dreamof? Beinga Princessf course. | will
createa mist for her friendsto lose themselvesn. The girl will enterher
dreamalone. (calls stageleft) Comein DreamQueen, (calls stageright)
comein DreamPrincesstake your placesin this Palaceof Dreams. (As
DREAM QUEEN and DREAM PRINCES&nter the Castle of Darknessis
transformedinto the Palace of Dreams. DREAM MAKER arrangesthree
thrones)

Dream Maker: (to QUEEN) You sit here. (to PRINCESS)You sit here. Very
nice. (DREAM QUEEN and DREAM PRINCESSsit on thrones) Now
where'shatgirl? (EnterKELLYright) Ah, thereyouare. Now in thisscene
you'regoingto forget everythingthat'sgoneon before. This is your mother
(indicatesQUEEN). This is your sister (indicatesPRINCESS). This
Palaceis your homeandyou are now a Princess. Got all that? Good. Let
the scene begin(Exit DREAM MAKER)
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Dr. Queen: Ah there you are. Do seat yourself.

Kelly: | beg your pardon?

Princess. Comeand sit by me quickly. Have you forgottenwhat is happening
today?

Kelly: What IS happening today?

Dr. Queen: Todaymy dearPrincess/ou areto meetthe Princewho will makeyou
his bride.

Kelly: What?

Princess. How | envyyou. It's whatall princesseslreamof isn'tit? A handsome
Prince to marry us so we can live happily ever after.

Kelly: I'm a Princess?

Dr. Queen: Of courseyou are.Here, put on your crown and sit by your sister.
(KELLY puts on crown and sits, bemused, on throne)

Kelly: (after a pause)So what do we do now?

Princess: Nothing of course. Princesseglon't ever DO anything. We smile
prettily. We wave at any commonpeoplewe see,like this. (PRINCESS
does royal wave. KELLY tries it)

Dr. Queen: Very good.

Princess: We try not to be aroundif any dragonsare about. It's very unfair that
dragonsonly seemto wantto eatprincesses.You'd havethoughtcommon
peoplewould do just aswell, thereare so many of them no one would be
missed.

Kelly: Can't we get up and move around?

Dr. Queen: No. Sit still and wait for the Prince to come.

Kelly: What if | don't like him?

Princess. OF COURSEyou'll like him. Princesseslwayslike any Princewho
wantsto marry them. You don't hearof SleepingBeauty waking up and
saying yuk when she sees who's woken her with a kiss!

Dr. Queen: Everyone loves a Prince.

Kely: | have to say our lives seem very boring.

Dr. Queen: What nonsense! Hark! the Princeis approaching. (enter PRINCE
right. He is smaller than bothKELLY and the PRINCESS. He bows)
Welcome,welcomeYour Highnessto our palace. Let me introduceyou to
my eldest Princess, your intended bride.

Kelly: He's a bit small isn't he?

Princess. | think he's sweet.

Prince. Good day to you fair Princess.

Kelly: Hi. (thereis a pause. Sheturnsto the PRINCESS)What happensiow?
Does he take me to a Disco or something?

Prince: Disco? What is a Disco?
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Kelly: Dancing. You know.

Prince: Ah, dancing. We can waltz if you like(PRINCE goes to dance with her)

Kelly: | can't waltz.

Princess: | can.

Prince: Perhaps you would care for something to eat?

Kelly: | could murder a Big Mac.

Prince: Pardon?Whois Big Mac? If he hasupsetyou fair maidenl shallrun him
through with my sword.

Kelly: I mean | could eat a huge beefburger.

Princess. Princessefiavehardly any food on their plate and eventhen theyjust
pick at it. We have to keep our sylph like figures.

Kelly: But | like food!

Dr. Queen: Can|l havea word with you in private my dear? (KELLY and
DREAM QUEEN movedown stage. PRINCE sits nextto PRINCESSand
chats) You'rereally not trying very hardto impressthe Princeareyou? If
you're not careful he won't want to marry you.

Kelly: Well I don't want to marry him.

Dr. Queen: (startsto faint) Quick! My smellingsalts. I've comeover all faint.
(PRINCESShelps QUEEN back to her throne then sits back next to the
PRINCE. KELLY goes to sit down but there is no seat left)

Princess. Tell me more of your adventures brave Prince.

Prince: Well, I havekilled atleasttendragonsiwo giantsandthe ugliestTroll you
ever saw.

Princess: How fearless you are(KELLY yawns loudly)

Prince: (standsup andbowsto QUEEN) | hopel will not upsetyour Majesty,but
| fear | cannot marry the Princess you have chosen for me.

Dr. Queen: (to KELLY) SEE! | TOLD you youwould losehim. Whata scandal
this will be. | will neverbe ableto hold my headup again. My Princess,
REJECTED.

Prince: However, | would love to marry THIS Princess.

Princess. How wonderful. It's my dream come true.

Dr. Queen: OF COURSEyou canmarry her. (standsPRINCEand PRINCESS
side by side)You make the perfect couple.

Kely: You're joking!

Princess: (to KELLY) Pleasedon'tbetoo upset. | don'tthink you'rereally cut out
to be a Princess, do you?

Kely: No. It wassomethingl alwaysusedto dreamaboutwhenl| was little but
now | realise | wouldn't like it at all.

Princess. Farewellthen. My Princeand| aregoing off to live happily everafter.
(PRINCE and PRINCESS exit)
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Dr. Queen: Whata disappointmenyou areto me. Howeverwill you survivein
this world without a Prince to look after you?

Kelly: | can look after myself.

Dr. Queen: Aaaah! A women'slibber! Wherearemy smellingsalts? (DREAM
QUEEN runs off)

Kelly: (snappingoutof herdream) WhatlS goingon? WhereareSarahandPaul?
(KELLY runs off. Enter DREAM MAKER and QUEEN of DARKNESS)

Qu. Dark: Curses! The dream did not work.

Dream Maker: | tried my bestyour Majesty. Shereally wasn'tPrincessnaterial,
was she? Perhaps she has another dream | could try.

Qu. Dark: No. Her only other dream is to get her brother back.

Dream Maker: Then | can't help you, can I?

Qu. Dark: You havefailed me DreamMaker. | won'tforgetthat. | shallgetmy
revengeon you. But first | mustmakesureherbrothercan'tbefound. (Exit
QUEEN of DARKNESS)

Dream Maker: Poorgirl. Why shouldn'ther dreamcome true when her first
failed sobadly? My job is makingdreamscometrue. | won'tlet the Queen
of Darknesghreaterme. If | canfind away to helpKelly thenl will.  (Exit
DREAM MAKER. Enter PAUL and SARAHdragging in MYSTERIAand
FORTUNA followed by KELLY)

Paul: Where did you get to Kelly? We lost you in the mist.

Kelly: I think I've been dreaming.

Sarah: While you were gone we found the§edicates MYSTERIA & FORTUNA)

Paul: Shall we beat them up now or later?

Fortuna: We're ever so sorry we tricked you.

Mysteria: It wastheonly way we couldescapdrom MonsieurZorro. | knewyour
friends would be able to rescue you.

Fortuna: We'll make it up to you.

Mysteria: Just let us know what we can do.

Sarah: Do you know where Kelly's brother is?

Fortuna: No, but | know some people who might help us.

Mysteria: The three witches.

Paul: Witches! Don't talk nonsense. There's no such thing as witches.

Fortuna: Oh yesthereare. If Kelly's brothercanbe spiritedaway and Monsieur
Zorro can see into the future then surely you can believe in witches.

Sarah: We'll try anything once. What do you say Kelly?

Kelly: Yes, let's get going. I've wasted enough time here dreaming.

Mysteria: The witches are this wayKELLY, PAUL, SARAH and FORTUNA exit)
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SCENE 5 Outside the witches cave.

(The three WITCHES are sitting round a cauldron)

Witch 1. Round the cauldron sit we three

Witch 2: As ugly as a witch could be.

Witch 3. Hear the rushing of the wind, it seems

Witch 2. You've eaten too many of those baked beans!

Witch 1. We are horrible, rotten old hags

Witch 3: We should hide our headsin carrier bags. (Enter KELLY, PAUL
SARAH, MYSTERIA and FORTUNA)

Witches: Hubble bubble toilet trouble Fire burn and cauldron bubble.

Paul: Excuse me, isn't that supposed to be toil and trouble, not toilet trouble?

Witch 1: No, it's toilet trouble.

Witch 2: We ate a rat that disagreed with us.

Witch 3: So we have to keep running to the loo!

Witches: Hubble bubble toilet trouble How our tummies churn and rumble!

Fortuna: Before you get caught short again we want to ask you a question.

Witch 1. Fire away.

Mysteria: Where is the brother of this girl?

Witch 2: He's in the Kingdom of Darkness with the Queen.

Kelly: How do we get there?

Witch 1. Ohno. You saidyou'donly ask A question. That'sit. (WITCHES
cackle with laughter)

Witch 1: But we MIGHT answer another question.

Witch 2: IF you will do three tasks for us.

Sarah: Tell us what they are.

Witch 3: Numberone, sew up all our socks. (WITCH 3 removes sockfom
cauldron)

Sarah: Ooooh! What smelly, holey socks.

Witch 1. Will you do the task?

Sarah: All right. Fortunayou canhelpme. (SARAHand FORTUNAexit holding
the socks at arms length with one hand and their noses with the other hand)

Witch : Tasktwo. Scrubour warty toads. (WITCH 2 removeghreetoadsfrom
the cauldron)

Mysteria: Ugh! I'm not touching them. | hate toads.

Witch 2: If you don't do the tasks we won't give you the answer you seek.

Paul: Don'tworry. I'll go andscrubyour warty toadsfor you. Give themhere.
(PAUL exits with toads)

Witch 3: Task three.

Mysteria: | hope it doesn't involve any creepy crawlies.
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Witch 3: Your third taskis to cleanour broomsticks. Nowadaysthere'sso much
pollution in the air that every time we go flying our broomsticks get filthy.

Kelly: That'sno problem. Comeon Mysteria,we'll soonhavethesebroomsticks
sparkling again. (KELLY and MYSTERIA exit with broomsticks)

Witch 1. Do you think they'll be able to complete the tasks?

Witch 2. No. We've made them so difficult they won't be back.

Witch 3. (burps) Pardonme. Thosebeansarecomingbackagain. (enterSARAH
and FORTUNA with brand new socks)

Sarah: Here you are. Here's every one of your rotten old socks as good as new.

Fortuna: My fingers have gone stiff with sewing.

Witch 3. (to WITCH2) BAH! | thoughtyou saidthey'dneverbe ableto do the
tasks? (enter KELLY and MYSTERIA with shiny new mops)

Kelly: Hereyou are. We've cleanedyour broomsticksso thoroughlyyou won't
recognise them.

Mysteria:  And we've madethem lead free so at least YOU won't pollute the
atmosphere.

Witch 22 CURSES!

Witch 1. Don'tworry sisterdear. The boy hasn'tcomebackwith our toads. That
task has proved impossiblgdenter PAUL without toads)

Witch 3: Haven'tyou completedour task? Couldn'tyou scrubthe warts off our
toads?

Paul: Oh yes. |did that all right. Every single wart has gone.

Witch 2: So where are our toads?

Paul: Well, the moment the last wart was gone they all turned into princes.

Witch 1. HoppingHalloweenandbouncingbats,| remembemnow! | turnedthem
into toads about a hundred years ago.

Witch 2: Where are they now?

Paul: They're just wandering about your cave looking very confused.

Witch 3: Let's go get them girls. | fancy marrying a prince.

Witch 2: Yeswe could getthemto proposewhile they'restill feeling confused.
(WITCHES make to exit)

Kelly: No youdon't. Not till you'vetold me wherewe canfind the Kingdom of
Darkness.

Witch 3: I've got a map here somewhefaulls map from cauldronHere you are.

Sarah: Ugh! The map's got soup on it!

Witch 1. Never mind. Just lick it off and you'll see your way clear.

Paul: Let'sgetout of here. (KELLY,SARAH,PAUL. MYSTERIA& FORTUNA
exit)

Witch 2: What are we waiting for girls? Let's get ourselvesa Prince! (The
WITCHES run off yelling "Princey, Princey"!)
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SCENE 6 The Kingdom of Darkness.

(Enter QUEEN of DARKNESS, DEAN & SHADOW 4)

Qu. Dark: So,thoseugly old batsgaveKelly a mapdid they? Well | havea plan
to stop her yet.(enter KELLY, SARAH, PAUL, MYSTERIA and FORTUNA)

Qu. Dark: Kelly!

Kely: YOU! Give my brother back to me.

Qu. Dark: (pulls DEAN forward from behindher back) Hereheis. Dean,Kelly
wants you back.

Dean: Well | don't want to go. Bossy boots, big mouth, leave me alone.

Fortuna: Is he always like that?

Sarah: More or less.

Mysteria: Why is she bothering to get him back?

Dean: The Queengivesme LOTS of drinks. BIG drinks, not the little cupsyou
always gave me. And | can have BIG slices of cake too.

Paul: What was in those drinks?

Kelly: Don't you want to see mum again?

Dean: No. | never loved her anyway.

Sarah: Now that's not true Dean.

Fortuna: | think he's under a spell.

Mysteria: Yes, no one could be THAT obnoxious.

Qu. Dark: But | don'twantyou to go awayemptyhandedKelly. Insteadof your
rotten little brother....

Dean: Squint eyes, flabby cheeks!

Qu. Dark: How would you like a perfectlittle sister? (SHADOW4 moves

forward)
Shadow 4. Hello Kelly. I'd love to be your sister. You seel'm pretty and sweet
andcute. I'll neverberudeto you. I'll be niceto all your friends. I'll help

mummy round the house so you don't have to do anything.

Paul: She's a bit over the top isn't she?

Shadow 4: Look at me Kelly. Wouldn'ta sisterbe nicerthana brother? Look at
Deanand me together. (shestandsnextto DEAN. DEAN sticksout his
tongueat KELLY) Brothersare far too muchtrouble. Chooseme Kelly.
Dean doesn't want to come with you, | do.

Fortuna: What are you going to do Kelly?

Mysteria: | know which one I'd choose.

Kély: | came for my brother, | can't just swap him for someone else.

Shadow 4: Now you've made me cry(she cries)

Dean: Cry baby! Cry baby!

Sarah: The poor thing. What shall we do Kelly?
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Kelly: (to QUEEN) I wantmy brotherbackbut| can'tleavethislittle girl with you
so I'll take her. But I'll be back for my brother.

Dean: Don't bother. (to QUEEN) Can | have another of those drinks?

Qu. Dark: Of course you can.(QUEEN of DARKNESS and DEAN exit)

Paul: (indicates SHADOW 4What shall we do with her now?

Fortuna: Let's take her to the nearest village. They can look after her.

Kelly: And perhaps they can tell us how to break into the Queen of Darkness' lair.

Mysteria: You're not still trying to rescue that horrible little boy are you?

Shadow 4: TheQueenhasputaspellonhim. Themoredrink he hasthe nastierhe
gets. (enter VILLAGERS)

Mayor: Goodafternoortravellers,welcoméo ourvillage. | amthe mayor. We do
not get many visitors as we live in the shadowof the Queenof Darkness.
Can we help you?

Sarah: We are looking for a way to break into the Queen's lair.

Villager 1. Oh no, you can't do that. It's far too dangerous.

Mayor: If you got in you would never come out again.

Kelly: | have to get my brother out. The Queen has kidnapped him.

Villager 2. The Queenhas kidnappedmany children. She has taken all the
children from our village.

Paul: Why did you let her take ALL your children?

Mayor: We could not stopher. If we evergot crosswith our childrenshewould
take them.

Villager 3: No matterhow carefulwe were shewasalwayslisteningto our every
word.

Villager 4. My own dear daughter has been gone for three years.

Shadow 4: Mummy?

Villager 4. Who said that? (SHADOW 4 comes forward)

Shadow 4: Mummy, it's me.

Villager 4. My little girl! (they embrace)

Fortuna: Well, at least that's one happy ending.

Mayor: The Queenturnsall the childreninto Shadowsof Despair. They forget
their families.

Shadow 4: That's what will happen to Dean.

Mysteria: There must be SOME way we can defeat her.

Villager 1. The only way is to surroundherin happinessandlaughter. But who
can feel happy when they have lost their children?

Kely: | haveanidea. Canyou villagersgathertogetherthingsfor a party? Food,
balloons, that sort of thing?

Mayor: Certainly. (to VILLAGERS) Comeon. (MAYOR,VILLAGERSand
SHADOW 4 exit)
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Kelly: If we canhavea partythenmaybethe Shadowsf Despaircanbereminded
of their past.

Fortuna: And Mysteriaand! will do our circusact. Perhapave can makethem
smile. (Enter MAYOR, VILLAGERS and SHADOW 4 with party fare)

Villager 2. Everything is here.

Kelly: Now we must all smile and look happy.

Sarah: (to AUDIENCE) Let's see everyone smiling.

Paul: Perhapsfew sweetswill makeyou smilemore. (SARAHand PAUL throw
or handout sweetdo childrenin the audiencewhile the party food is being
set out. Enter the SHADOWS of DESPAIR and DEAN)

Shadow 1. What are you doing?

Mysteria: We're having a party.

Shadow 2. A party? | think | remember them.

Villager 3. Laura? Laura? Do you remember me?

Shadow 2: Mummy? (they embrace)

Mayor: It's beginning to work.

Mysteria: Sit down everyoneandwe'll do our showfor you. (MYSTERIAand
FORTUNA perform their act. EVERYONE applauds)

Shadow 3. That was fun. | like parties.

Shadow 1. | remember having a party for my birthday.

Mayor: Yes you did. We held a big party for you.

Shadow 1. Dad? (MAYORand SHADOW?1 embrace. All the SHADOWShegin
recognising their parents amongstthe VILLAGERS. Every SHADOW
returns to a parent so only DEAN is left alone. Enter QUEEN of
DARKNESS)

Qu. Dark: What is going on? All the Shadows are disappearing from my castle.

Villager 1: They are returning to their homes throughout the country.

Qu. Dark: What are you doing here with my Shadows? Why are they smiling?

Villager 5. They arenot YOUR Shadows. They are OUR children. They have
come back to us.

Mayor: You have lost Queen of Darkness. You have been defeated.

Qu. Dark: (grabs DEAN)No. I still have one more.

Dean: Getoff me! | remembereverythingnow. | don'twantto staywith you. |
want my sister.

Kelly: ComehereDean. (DEANpullsfreeandrunsto KELLY. DREAMMAKER
enters)

Qu. Dark: Dream Maker, | command you to do something.

Dream Maker: Oh no Queenof Darkness. This is MY dreamand KELLY'S
dream come true.

Qu. Dark: | am still Queen of this land. | shall make you all suffer.
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Kelly: Dream Maker, can you make the people from my dream come back?

Dream Maker: Of course. Comein Dream Queen,Princessand Prince too.
You're needed here(enter DREAM QUEEN, PRINCESS and PRINCE)

Dream Queen: It's that girl again!

Kelly: Will you all do me a favour?

Princess. So long as you don't want my Prince.

Kelly: No chance. Will you all take on this Kingdom and rule it asyour own
bringing happiness and light to all?

Dream Queen: It will be our royal pleasure.

Qu. Dark: NOOOOOOOOQ! (QUEEN of DARKNESS runs out. Everyone cheers)

Mayor: At last our kingdom is free of the wicked Queen. We thank you.

Prince. Let's all continuethis party at the Palace. (MAYOR, VILLAGERS,
SHADOWSDREAM MAKER, DREAM QUEEN, PRINCESSand PRINCE
all exit)

Sarah: Now we've got Dean safely back we'd better get home.

Kelly: Look at the time! Mum will be home soon.

Fortuna: We'll leave you now.

Paul: What will you do?

Mysteria: | think we'll stayhere. Now thereis a new Queenit seemsa nice place
to live.

Kelly: Thankyou for yourhelp. (FORTUNAandMYSTERIAexit) Comeonthen
Dean. Thanks Sarah, thanks Paul.

Paul: It makes a change from going to the Disco.

Sarah: See you at school tomorron(KELLY, DEAN, PAUL and SARAH exit)

SCENE 7 The House.

(MUM entersfrom back of auditorium. Shecarries a pack of fish and chipsand
has her umbrellaup. DEAN and KELLY enter and start building a lego
model together)

Mum: Wretchedrain. | hopethefish andchipshaven'tgonesoggy. Almosthome
now. | do hopeKelly andDean haven'tbeenfighting. Thosetwo just don't
seemto be ableto geton. It's their agel supposeandthings haven'tbeen
easyfor them. (MUM comesup onstageandthrough"door”. Shecomeaup
to DeanandKelly) Well it is goodto seeyou two beingniceto eachother.
Have therebeenany problemswhile I've beenout? (WHOLE CASTpeep
round from all sides of stage and answer in unison with KELLY and DEAN)

All: No mum, no problems. Everything's been just fine!

CURTAIN
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